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UNPRECCOEHTSO ATROOTiEE 


'^But they (people of Llmbdi) have now dlsoovereh that he (YuvraJ) 
has imbibed some curious notions of the dictatorship of the west_Per¬ 

haps nowhere has the policy of ruthlessness been pursued with so much 
precision and persistence as in Llmbdi*'. 

—MAHATMA GANDHI. 


Al, Af. AJ. 

'Ximbdi has become symbolic of a new technique on the part of some 
of the rulers. This is a technique of the state encouraging gangsterism, 
dacoity and brutal violence by private individuals or hirelings... .But what 
shall we say to the state which itself encourages this disgusting bru¬ 
tality and gangsterism? What shall we say of Limbdi which has exhi¬ 
bited this? We have much to say and words are feeble vehicle for our 
thoughts but we shall say it in other and more effective ways when time 
comes.** 

-PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU. 




\ 







“But Limbdi has improved upon the Rajkot methods of barbarism and 

brutality.There is no safety of person or property in Limbdi State.** 

—SARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL. 


^ 

**They must be extraordinary dacoits, indeed, who have declared a 
vendetta against the Praja Mandal.From the testimony of these per¬ 

sons and several others the suspicion naturally arises, that the goondas 
were the tools of some unscrupulous officials.** 

—“BOMBAY CHRONICLE*’ 

^ 

* Our contention is that the Darbar is the organiser of the goondaism. 
Assuming, that the Darbar is innocent, he cannot plead lack of previous 
knowledge of the probability of violence, since it paraded the threat of 
violence by loyalists, in a communique. The Darbar is, therefore, either 
the principal or an accessory to the offence before and after its occurence**. 

—“FREE PRESS JOURNAL** 

**That insplte of the fact that he knew that attempts would he ha^de 
to break up the Parishad he did nothing to prevent the mi«p|iliei^^ 
eloquent of the inspiration behind this exhibition of goondaism. 
has the paramount power to say about hooliganism instigated and en¬ 
couraged by the State administration from which the sufferers are the 
of the Slate?*' 
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FOREWORD 

X 4 imbdi ifi a small principality in Kathiawar. Kathiawar itself is a 
peninsula on the west coast of India and contains no less than 
283 out of the 584 States which together with British Indian Provinces 
constitute India. The area of 109 out of these 283 little States is from 
10 to 100 sq. miles, of 116 is from 1 to 10 sq. miles and of 22 is even less 
than 1 sq. mile. 242 of these States have a population of less than 10,000 
souls; 218 less than 5,000; 127 less than 1000 and 31 less than 200. Again 
239 of these States have an annual revenue of less than Rs. 1,00,OOOy-. 
Out of these, 199 have an annual revenue of less than Rs. 50,000/-; 141 
of less than Rs. 20,000/-, and a fair number out of these of only a 
thousand or two. 

In area Kathiawar is less than fiftieth of the whole country. In this 
area, 1.1 per cent of Indians are governed by 283 Ruling Chiefs, each of 
whom exercises ‘sovereignty’ over his slice of territory subject only to 
orders, politely termed ‘advice’ of the Agent to the Crown Representative 
a$ representing the Paramount Power. Everyone of these Chiefs, small 
and large, claims to exercise power in varying degree over his subjects 
and is the master of whatever he can extract out of their helplessness. 
Freedom of speech, press and association simply does not exist. Except 
in a few big States there are no Courts ot Law worth the name. In the 
States in which Courts of Law are set up, both the existence and the 
freedom of the judiciary depend upon the rulers’^ pleasure. So far no 
serious attempt has been made by the Paramount Power to see that the 
rule of law governs the relations of the Chief with his subjects. There 
is no Supreme Court of Justice to which the injured and the innocent 
can resort to vindicate justice or civil liberty. 

Ihe ev e nts described in this booklet occurred in the year 1938-39,J[h^ 
Limbdi, one of the States in Kathiawar. Limbdi has an area of 343.96 
square miles, a population of 40,688 souls, and an average annual revenue 
of Rs. 9,00,000. The Incidence of taxation per capita in this poor State 
therefore is Rs. 22.5 as against Rs. 7.5 for the Province of Bombay and 
Rs. 6.5 for the whole of India. The present Ruler is old and has retired 
into obscurity leaving the governance of his State in the hands of the 
Heir Apparent. 

The Thakoresahib, like all other Ruling Chiefs of Indian States, is 
maintained in his despotic authority over his subjects by the Crown 
Representative as representing the Paramount Power. If the protection 
of the British Government is withdrawn, these autocrats would soon find 
their very existence precarious. At the same time, so long as the un-- 
limited resources of the British Government continue to be placed at 
their disposal, their subjects would be at their mercy in any struggle 
which they may carry on against State oppression. In the result, there¬ 
fore, the responsibility for suppressing movements for democratic free¬ 
dom in Indian States, lies at the door of the Paramount Power. 



The Paramount Power supports the Ruler against his people under 
what are called treaty obligations. If the treaties with the States of 
Kathiawar are examined it would be found that most of them are taXeln 
by way of security for good behaviour from the original Chiefs. Umbdi 
is an instance in point. In 1807 a bond Was taken from the then Euler of 
Limbdi for securing the peace of the country and for the protection of 
the possessions of the British. Aitchison sets out this Security Bond at 
page 16 of his Treaties Vol. VI. The following passages from the Bond 
are illuminating:— 

*^That 1 will not have a feud with any other (Talukdar), nor will I har¬ 
bour the outlaw of any other (Talukdar) whether Kathl or Rajput, nor will in¬ 
cite any other person to commit any act of vlolance.’\. 

*T will not plunder in the Taluka of any other (Chief) nor on the high¬ 
road. X agree to act as has been the custom hitherto. 1 will not harbour 
thieves in my limits, but if I keep in my country, it shall be under proper pre¬ 
cautions.”—.... 

“I will not associate with any delinquent or criminal of Government 
whether one of the Shrimant Sena Khas Khel Saheb, or of the Company 
Saheb's Government.”. 

”On both sides of us are situated the Mahals of the Shrimant Pant Pra- 
dhan, and the Gaekwar Government,and also those of the Government 
of the Honourable Company. In these Mahals I will hot commit any 
robberies or make any plundering incursions, nor will I, In any way, molest 
any merchant or traveller, but will supply them with labourers, guards and 

porters and thus escort them beyond my frontier.”. 

make Jhala Amarsinghji of Halvad Dhrangadhra, the coimter-security 

for this; and execute the deed.”. 

“written by Jhala Shri Amarsinghji, I have become counter-security and 
will fulfil and cause to be observed that which has been written above.” 

It is, a noteworthy commentary on the present attitude of 
the Paramount Power towards the States like’ Limbdi that though the 
events described in this booklet happened uh^r the very eyes of the 
Agent to the Crown Representative at Rajkot biid though the whole of 
Indian press in Western India was full of inihgnant protests against the 
ruler, not one step was taken to inquire into Ihese charges or to hold the 
Thakoresahib to his bond of good behaviour or to vindicate the claims 
of paramountcy by compelling the Thakor^ahib to respect the life and 
Liberty of his subjects. The responsibility Ibr these happenings is, there¬ 
fore, not only of the Thakoresahib but in the ultimate analysis rests with 
the Parliament of Britain, which, while claiming to speak in the name 
of democracy, permits the grossest form of medieval autocraq^lto flourish 
in India and places the life and liberty of Impless indiviJiiils at the 
' mercy of little despots. ^ 

The booklet speaks for itself. It is based on the direct testimony of 
imimpeachable withesses, The author# are ready imd able to prove the 
facts set but here, but for reasons X need not go into here, it suits 
the Paramount Power to offer the bli^ eye to such eiq^loits of these 
Chiefs, who regard themselves as imiiune from the consequences of 
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internal maladministration so long as they continue to ofter professions 
of loyalty to the Paramount Power and, when need arises, offer generous 
contribution to the war-chest of Britain,—a gesture which is fulfilled 
by extracting the last penny out of a poor and down trodden peasantry. 

Unfortunately Limbdi Is not a solitary instance in which the Para¬ 
mount Power ignores its fundamental duties towards the people in the 
States. The treatment given out to the Thakoresahib is a part of the 
wider policy to see that even the elementary struggle for democracy in 
the States is suppressed. 

It is a tragedy of modern life that the agents of a Democracy which 
claims to fight for the world^s freedom, not only tolerate such conditions 
but by deliberate acquiesance or culpable indifference strengthen such 
authority against the efforts of National India to introduce even the 
smallest element of popular control in the governance of the States. If 
this book awakens the conscience of those who believe in democracy in 
any part of the world, the effort of the authors would have been amply 
repaid. 


19th November 1939. 


Vallabhbhai Patel. 




INTRODUCTION 


THE small State of Limbdl in Kathiawar has suddenly become 
notorious. The YuvaraJ of Limbdl has outdone Nazism and devised 
novel methods of terrorism and repression to crush the popular move¬ 
ment. The Royal family of Limbdl had the reputation of being an 
educated and cultured family. That mask has been rent asunder by 
the events of the last 10 months, which have disclosed the naked auto¬ 
cracy and barbarism underlying it. 

The Yuvaraj began by professing sympathy for the freedom move¬ 
ment. He hoped to win over the workers by tall talk and grandiose 
schemes. The workers however were not slow to see the implications of 
the scheme which would have resulted in the regimentation of life and 
greater economic slavery of the peasantry and the introduction of the 
communal poison in the life of the people. The Praja Mandal declared 
that it had no intention to start any movement for direct action. Its 
only object was to go to the villages, and educate the people and establish 
contact with them. The simple issue was one of civil liberty, viz., free¬ 
dom of speech and association. The Yuvaraj would not concede any such 
right. His order was, “you shan't touch my villages." 

The workers, however, remained firm. The State had not the 
courage to act legally. It issued no prohibitory orders, banned no meet¬ 
ings and arrested no worker. It adopted novel methods to terrorise the 
people and repress the movement. The repression began by threats and 
intimidation, and gradually there followed assaults on workers and all 
those who sympathised with the Praja Mandal, thefts and robberies of the 
property of those who sympathised or were suspected to sympathise with 
the Praja Mandal, organised dacoities, and ultimately the repetition of the 
Jalianwalla Baug tragedy on 19th February 1939, when about 800 persons 
were assaulted and injured within about an hour. All these events are 
described in the following pages. Every one of the statements therein 
made, is supported by overwhelming and unimpeachable evMence. 
Mahatma Gandhi asked for an impartial Judicial tribunal to investigate 
into those charges and the Praja Mandal is prepared to prove those 
charges before any impartial tribunal. 

All this organised violence and gangsterism were carried out princi¬ 
pally by or at the instigation of persons who were either in the service 
of the State or its dependents. The State has not made a single arrest 
nor has it instituted any case against a single person. After the organised 
dacoities at Pansina and Ralol, two villages , of Limbdl, the State issued 
a notification.to the effect that tJie matter, was being enquired into by 
an officer specially appointed for' ^e purpdse. The public still awaits 
the result of the eo«eaUed enquiry^ 



2 


Zn face of this organised goondaism» the people remained completely 
non-violent. There has not been a single case of retaliation or injury 
to any omcer of the State or any other person. 

When life became impossible in the State and there reihained no 
safety of person or property or any rule of law, six thousand people left 
the territory of the State, leaving their property worth lakhs of rupees 
and a large majority of them are still on ‘‘hijrat'* (migration) since 
last eight months. 

The reign of terror and repression has continued and increased after 
the “hij rat”. The State has confiscated the properties of and Imposed 
heavy fines on those who were members of or sympathised with or were 
suspected to sympathise with the Praja Mandal. The properties con¬ 
fiscated and fines imposed are confiscated and recovered without any 
enquiry, notice or order. Evenrthlng is done orally at the whim of the 
officials. All the properties of the peasants who have migrated have 
been confiscated without any notice or intimation to them before or 
after confiscation. Similarly the shops of the merchants who have 
migrated have been broken open and the goods worth thousands of 
rupees removed without any notice or intimation before or after. No 
one is permitted to return without being made to pay heavy fine. Those 
who return to their homes without paying fine, are turned out. No one 
is permitted to enter the State territory with a white (gandhi) cap. 
Even strangers are compelled to remove the white cap or it is compul¬ 
sorily removed. Even those who have left the State territory are not 
safe. Various threats are held out to them. The repression continues 
unabated. ^ 

The mercantile community has come in for special treatment. As 
the only community which was educated and politically conscious, it 
was naturally in the forefront of the movement. The leaders of the 
movement were all of them leading merchants each of them having 
properties worth thousands in the Limbdi City. They are all of them 
responsible persons “having a large st^ke. Economically they had 
nothing, to gain and everything to lose by the movement. Each one of 
them was on friendly terms with the royal family for a number of years. 
They were encouraged in the beginning by the promises of help and 
sympathy held out by the Yuvaraj. The State has determined to ruin 
and wipe oft the mercantile community in order to entirely crush the 
spirit of the people and to Increase its hold on the peasantry. 

The Paramount Power has remained a silent spectator of this rule 
of barbarism for the Isust 10 months. It has not moved a finger against 
the brutal and heartless repression. lives and properties of thousands 
of people are at stake. The ruler of XJmbdl has tumad a deaf ear 4o the 
appeals of Mahatma Ctemdhi. ^ 

Bombay, 19th October, 1939, 



CHAPTER I 


Background 

LIMBDI, which has sprung into unenviable notoriety as '^fiawless 
Limbdi” (luring the past few months, is a magnified estate among the 
congeries of States and estates which make up Kathiawar. It has an 
area of 246 square miles and a population of about 40,000. Limbdi, the 
principal town has a population of about 13,000. There are besides 39 
villages, big and small, (and one or two petty towns). 12 of these villages 
constitute the YuvraJ’s private estate with its special headquarters at 
Ranagadh. A peculiarly oppressive form of serfdom prevails in these 
villages, and the inhabitants live on the margin of sub-human existence. 
They are rooted to the land and have little better rights than chattels. 
The richest lands in the State lie in the Bhal district. Besides the usual 
local grain crops, these lands grow a much valued variety of cotton. 
Both the agricultural and the mercantile classes in the State are sub¬ 
jected to a number of special levies, several of them extraordinarily 
oppressive and extortionate in character. 

The Ruler collects about Rs. 8,00,000 as revenue each year. The 
Incidence of taxation is naturally heavy. Most of the amount is collected 
from seml-starved village agriculturists. The main item in the revenue 
is the State's, share of agricultural produce. It is as high as l{4th share 
for the grain crops, and IjSrd for cotton. Over and above this share, a 
number of inequltous levies, such as Kashba Vero, Santi Vero, Toya Vero, 
Cattle Vero, Marriage Tax, Tolamani, Ganot, etc. together with the mono¬ 
polies make up a considerable part of the rest of the revenue. Cleverly 
devised rules and regulations affecting labour and marketing, squeeze in 
a little more. Of the amount thus collected, 50 per cent is appropriated by 
the Ruler and his family. The tax-gathering machinery absorbs most of 
the other 50 per cent. Little returns to the tax-payer, in the shape of 
any service. Practically not more than one anna in a Rupee Is spent on 
Fducation, Sanitation or Medical Relief. There is scarcity of drinking 
water in several villages. There is no street lighting even in the petty 
towns or major villages. 

The Palace which rules over this State is presided over by a Trinity. 
There is the aged ruler. Sir Daulatsihhijl. He is over seventy, and to-day 
is content to play a passive part in the administration. The Yupraj, 
Shri Digvijayasinhiji, is the **de facto" ruler. He is an accomplished 
prince, e^lucated and naturally shrewd. He has a courtly address, and 
in discussions often displays a wide grasp. In other surroundings, he 
mi^t have developed some fine idealism. But in the foetid atmosphere 
of a Kathiawar ^P and as a representative of a decaying order, his 
ti^ehis have found a more natural vent in the pursuit of personal 
pleasures, and the conduct of pet|y intrigues, He frankly declares his 
belief in undiluted autocracy. 
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The actual adxnjnistratioxl the in the hands of the Dewan, 

Shri Fatehsinhjl, the third son of the ruler. Shrl Fatehsinhjl is a 
Cantahian and a Barrister-at-Law. His is a more practical bent. All 
the three, are the inheritors of autocratic traditions. They are unwil¬ 
ling to recognise the change in the spirit of the times. Personal and 
Palace needs come first in their consideration. In their common policy, 
they have shown no sympathy or understanding of popular aspirations. 
And face to face with a spontaneous popular movement, they have hot 
hesitated to resort to heartless repression, and the employment of 
hireling cruelty. 

To suppress the popular movement for people’s elementary rights, 
no less than fascist and Nazi methods have been adopted by this educat¬ 
ed royal family. (1) Organised gangsterism, (2) Extermination of 
Praia Mandal workers, especially Mercantile class people who were 
politically more conscious, (3) Plunder and confiscation of property on 
mass scale without any formality of law. These were some of the main 
features of that method, the details of which are given in subsequent 
chapters, 


•;o:> 


BECEPTION OF PRAM MANDAL WORKERS IN VILLAGES. 



Stmts of Siani decorated: Through these streets passed tihe 
procession arranged for the receptliMn of Praja BfOndal Woitenu 





CHAptER II 

Awakening and Conflict: 

LIMBDI, though a separate State under a separate ruler, Is flesh of 
flesh and bone of bone of Kathiawar. Kathiawar last year acquired 
a new consciousness. The long night of palace oppression at last ap¬ 
peared to be over, and there were glimmers around of the coming dawn 
of popular liberties. The Kathiawar Political Conference was activising 
the people, and the rapid developments at Rajkot set people dreaming. 
Rulers and popular leaders started planning for the future everywhere. 

As yet, Limbdi was ’*stlll slumbering. The autocratic rule of the 
Thakoresaheb and his family, haunted the people like a nightmare, but 
they were not conscious of any means by which they could shake the bad 
dream off. But all unknown to them, the leaven was spreading. The 
fight for democratic freedom, waged by the Indian National Congress, 
was stirring men’s minds, and its message was welcomed in the remotest 
village as the inspirer of new hopes. The villagers of Limbdi were no 
exception. New aspirations began to thrill their hearts and they were 
acquiring a new outlook. 

Perhaps, it was this change in the popular mind which impelled it 
to react with unwonted vigour against one of these periodical outrages 
committed by palace hirelings to contribute to the orgies of pleasure to 
which some of the members of the royal family used to devote them¬ 
selves. Kidnapping of young girls has been common enough feature of 
life in these States, but the disappearance of a youthful palace maid¬ 
servant Parvati by name, and her subsequent discovery at Ranagadh, 
the headquarters of the Yuvaraj, caused quite a furore. Public in¬ 
dignation expressed itself in no immistakeable manner, and the palace 
became conscious of the existence of a new force. Vigorous investigations 
discovered another case of kidnapping for similar purposes, and the 
Vuvaraj found himself in an embarrassing position. Some prominent 
popular leaders of Limbdi who met the Yuvaraj at this time in Bombay, 
suggested a reasonable solution, and the heir-apparent was in such a 
chastened mood that he readily accepted their advice. It was a notable 
trlun^ph for justice, and gave a feeling of great relief to everyone 
concerned. 

This contact that came to be established between the Yuvaraj and 
some popular leaders in Bombay, began to develop. Talks revolved round 
the issues before the country and particularly the States. The problem 
of popular share in administration was also discussed in the abstract. 
The Yuvaraj appeared to display keen interest in these discussions. Ke 
also appeared to be anxious to forestall all agitation in his State. He 
said he felt that people should be organised if they were to function 
effectively in politics. At one of the interviews, he even expressed a 
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desire that responsible public leaden of Z4lmbdl should proceed to the 
State and help the people to organise themselves, and form a Praja 
Mandal, It was a happy surprise for the leaders to see a prince showing 
such keen enthusiasm in the caiuse of the people. All this was In 
November 1038. 

During Christmas, the leaders went to Limbdi to establish Praja 
Mandal at Limbdi. At the invitation of the YuvaraJ, the leaders saw 
him. There was a complete change of front on his part. He had 
devised a scheme to divide the city and villages, and to divide people by 
communities and castes. He insisted that the Praja Mandal should under 
no circumstances go to the villages. He professed concern 
for the villagers, but wanted dictatorial powers to work 
his sorcalled scheme. The YuvaraJ is a political theorist, 
and believes in autocracy which he calls benevolent. He hates demo* 
cracy. He dreaded nothing more than Praja Mandal workers going to 
the villages. He stated that he was willing to grant certain reforms 
such as popular Municipality and control over hospital and education in 
the city on the condition that the Praja Mandal agreed to leave the 
villages completely to him. The Praja Mandal workers naturally could 
not agree to such a condition. The Limbdi State, like the rest of India, 
lives in its villages. Out of an income of about eight lakhs, Limbdi City 
yields ony about Rs. 50,000. There was no use for a Praja MStndal 
which could not reach the villages. The YuvaraJ then stated that he 
was willing to make a declaration on Rajkot lines and invited a draft. 
A draft was submitted to him. He gave counter-drafts or formulas. The 
formulas were as vague as possibly they could be. There was no assur¬ 
ance that any constitution drafted by a committee would be given effect 
to. The essence however of all these drafts weus to divide the City and 
the villages and one community from another. That wfts his idea of 
devising a constitution suited to the natural genius of the people. A 
condition was that until the committee he intended to set up, completed 
fts investigation and submitted its report, there should be no political 
activity of any kind in the villages. His idea clearly was to gain time 
and let the enthusiasm subside and die out; At the same time state 
officers and their agents were moving in the villages forbiding people to 
Join the Praja Mandal. 

While these discussions were going on, there was great awakening 
In the people and there was unprecedented enthusiasm. Huge meetings 
were being held in Limbdi almost every day, and the Praja Mandal was 
formed at one of such meetings by a resolution which runs thtis:— 
RESOLUTION PASSED ON 24-12-38. 

This public meeting of the Citizens of Limbdi hereby resolves to 
establish Limbdi Rajya Praja Mandal on the following principles:— 

1. The name of the Association shall be Shri Limbdi Rajya Praja 
Mandal, 
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2. The goal of the Mandal is to attain responsible Government for 
the people of LUnbdi. Responsible Government means the Gov¬ 
ernment of H. H. The Thahore Saheb carried on by a Minister 
or Ministers responsible to the elected representatives of the 
people. 

3. Subject to the aforesaid goal, the Mandal will work for the 
political, social and economic uplift of the people of Limbdi. 

4. Every Citizen of Limbdi over the age of 18 years can become a 
Member. 

5. The annual fee shall be anna one. 

Thousands in the City Joined the Praia Mandal and invitations 
began to pour in from the villages. The working committee of the 
Kathiawar Political Conference met at Limbdi on 1st January 1939, and 
the President, Darbar Gopaldas and Mr. Dheber, the leader of Rajkot, 
were taken in a grand procession. At a mass meeting where more than 
20,000 people were present, villagers flocked in large numbers from the 
remotest villages of Limbdi. 

The Praja Mandal had, in unequivocal terms, declared that though 
its ultimate goal was responsible government under the aegis of the 
ruler, its Immediate objective was only to educate the people and to get 
into contact with them. The Praja Mandal had declared emphatically 
that it had no intention to start any form of direct action or any move¬ 
ment other than that of educating the people by peaceful and legitimate 
methods. 

The Yuvaraj and the State officers got alarmed at the rapid progress 
of the movement and the wide support it was gathering. The Yuvaraj 
insisted that under no circumstances the Praja Mandal workers should 
go to the villages. "‘You shan’t touch my villages” was his order. The 
movement became immediately a movement for civil liberty, that of free 
speech and free association. The Yuvaraj argued, intrigued and threat¬ 
ened but the Praja Mandal workers stood Arm. They could not make 
any compromise on the elementary rights of free speech and free 
association. 



Chapter ih 


The Terror 

AS the negotiations dragged along, the Pra]a Mandal workers realised 
that the Palace was not only determined to break the negotiations off, 
but that plans were already afoot to break the Praia Mandal itself. 

The Praia Mandal was following mainly the line of organisation in¬ 
spired by the Indian National Congress. Its aims and methods were 
limited, and its main work was strengthening the organisation of the 
Mandal itself. So the work consisted entirely of visits to villages, public 
meetings and enlistments of members. 

But the Palace authorities took an alarmistic view of even these 
simple activities. They were determined that even with its limited ob¬ 
jects the Praja Mandal ought not to be allowed to take root in the vil¬ 
lages. So they devoted their entire energies for the single purpose of 
smashing the Praja Mandal. 

The Yuvaraj and the Dewan have been following the progress of 
popular movements in British India and in some of the States. They 
had seen how under Ordinance-Rule and Lathi-Raj, the non-violent 
movement actually grew in strength. They had also found that neither 
the severity of state repression nor the direct use of force by Govern¬ 
ment curbed the people. 

So in devising their own plans, the Yuvaraj and the Dewan deter¬ 
mined that they should avoid the ^‘mistakes*' of the authorities in British 
India. Their reading of history had taught them that sanguinary 
repression, relentlessly carried out, succeeded in eradicating ‘'poisonous 
doctrines'" and “pernicious opinions”. But public opinion has so far 
advanced to-day that no State can take direct responsibility for the 
degree of terrorism required for the successful achievement of these 
objects. Recent developments in European political theory and practice 
has shown the great potentialities of extra-legal engines of coercion in 
the carrying out of a terrorist policy. Communism, Fascism and Nazism 
have entrenched themselves in positions of power by a full exploitation 
of these means. The spy, the criminal and the hireling, judiciously en¬ 
couraged, aided and abetted by the State authorities, have proved more 
effective in intimidating the masses than armed police or regular troops. 
Umbdi studied Moscow, Rome and Berlin and copied their methods with 
local embellishments of its own. In Certain respects, it has even improved 
on the totalitarian technique. 

Broadly the following four ttnes were-^ollowed:^ 

(1) Manufacture of ixseui^-political organisations to dispute 
the representative caii^city of the Praja Manfid, and to 
break'up its meetihgs, ’ 

(2) Full license to notorious persons and petty Servants 
and dependents to intimidate, rob and assault |^a Mandal 
workers and ssrmpathiaerc 



0) The complete wlthdraml of the proteetion of law from the 
Praja Mandal workers, 

(4) The foil employment of the Euler’s autocratic powers 
against the Praja Mandal workers In harrasslng them and 
confiscating their property. 

In the policy so carefully devised, a policy of actual terrorism was 
employed without having to bear responsibility for it. A body of 
hirelings like the Nazi Storm Troopers or S. A. Men did all the havoc, 
and their victims were deprived of the protection of law. 

Those who had the temerity to disregard the State, lie bleeding and 
broken, but the Statute-Book is unstained and the hands of the State 
forces are clean,—at least as far as evidence is concerned. 

TThe Villages of Limbdl have each a number of village-watchmen 
called Pagies and Pasayatas. Some of these are well-known dacolts. 
Karsan Pagi of Panshina is famous. His depredations in British India 
landed him in a goal in British India for seven years. After his release, 
he again found asylum in Pansina. All these Pagis and Pasatayas were or¬ 
ganised and were given full liberty and license to harass, intimidate and 
coerce the workers and the villagers. Petty State servants and village 
headmen, such as the Mukhi of Jambu Joined these forces. The higher 
officers silently encouraged and watched the exploits of these notorious 
characters. — 

The Palace commenced hostilities by organising the Sanatan Mandal 
and the Muslim Jamat. They were all creations of the Palace, breath-^ 
ing its breath, voicing its desires and doing its behests. The Sanatan 
Mandal has an executive council of 15. Eight of them are State officials, 
dependent on the Durbar for their daily bread. Two of them are Honorary 
Magistrates and two are creatures totally dependent on Court favours. One 
of them is the holder of the Ice Monopoly granted by the State, The 
other two are obscure individuals. 

The Muslim Jamat is much more a Palace adjunct than the Sanatan 
Mandal, Almost all the members of it are servants of the State, But 
it is these associations which arc being pitted against the Praja Mandal, 
Not only are they tutored to question the undoubtedly representative 
character of the Praja Mandal, but they are encouraged to interfere ac¬ 
tively with the work of the Praja Mandal. They issue blatant challenges 
and provoke open conflicts. And in the breaking of the Praja Parishad, the 
Sanatan Mandal played a part which constituted a disgrace to the 
Dharma they professed, and cast a stain on the State’s honour which 
nothing could remove. , . 

The Praja Mandal started its work with establishing contact with 
the villages. Invitations came to the leaders from vUlages and 
wherever the workers went, they had a great welcome and enthusiastic 
response to their call. The Bha| District soon became a is^onghold of 
the Praja Mandal. 
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The Btate authorities set the wheels ol their terror machinery in 
motion. Villagers were warned against the dire consequences of listen¬ 
ing to “Banla"' harangues. The reserve villages of the Yuvaraj were 
first successfully intimidated. The inhabitants of these villages were 
terrified out of all association with the Praja Mandal. 

In the other villages, people could not be so easily intimidated. So 
the Terror Troops transferred their attentions to the volunteers and 
Praja Mandal workers. State officials toured these villages, and warned 
the inhabitants against all association with the Praja Mandal. The 
Praja Mandal intensified its work. Members were enlisted, volunteers 
were enrolled, and Chhavanis (Camps) were organised. The State set 
on foot a wide-spread campaign of intimidation in the villages. Sensing 
the tension in the atmosphere and jealous about the good name of the 
Praja Mandal, only responsible leaders toured the villages. 

Incidents began to occur soon after a week. The car in which 
Bhaktilaxmibal, the wife of Darbar Gopaldas, a prominent worker of 
Gujarat and President of Limbdi Peoples' Conference was travelling, was 
surrounded in the village of Jambu by a number of hireling hooligans. 
The Thakore Saheb is almost in the position of a godfather to Bhaktilax- 
mibai, whose father Mr. Jhaverbhai Amain was Dewan of Limbdi and 
he was instrumental to install the present Thakore Saheb to the Gadi, 
When it had fallen vacant by the death of Sir Jaswantsinhji, without an 
heir. Still even a position so exalted could not prevent the goondas from 
ituming their attention to her activities. The car was surrounded and 
some workers were assaulted. It was only the personal courage of Bhakti- 
laxmibai and the intervention of the villagers, which prevented, uglier 
developments. But the incident marked the opening of the campaign. 

Another car of the Praja Mandal was smashed near Shiani, and a 
volunteer and the driver were severely beaten. In this village, a band 
of goondas operated under the orders of State servants like Tapubha and 
Labhshanker. They loitered in the thoroughfares of the village, day and 
night, aind systematically harassed the workers and sympathisers of the 
Praja Mandal with a view to terrorise them. Open assaults were made 
and meetings broken. Shiani had become the seat of gangsters. 
Because Shiani happened to be the central village amongst all the 
villages of that side, it was selected as first place of attack by the 
gangsters. 

undaunted by such harassment; the Praja Mandal pushed on with 
its work. An open air public meeting was held in the open space just in 
front of State Kacheri. Some ten rowdies tried to break up the^ meeting, 
but the auodience was determined to proceed with the meeting. The 
Revenue Minister Was present, in spite of the disturbance, the meeting 
was conducted successfully. 

A procession was taken from Limbdi on foot to c(i|igratulate the 
vfilagera and to aiiure them of solidarity. The procession was Wel¬ 
comed with great enthusiasm. 



CHAPTER IV 


Dacoities in Villages 

THE Durbar was receiving dally reports of enthusiastic manner in 
which the message of the Praja Mandal was being received in the 
I villages. They were alarmed. They felt they should do something 
I drastic to check the growth of popular forces. Intimidation had failed 
so far. The Praja Mandal drew Its main strength from the merchants. 
So it was decided to organise an attack on the property of the merchants. 
I The second stage in the terror was being evolved. It was to be theft, 
I loot and dacoity. 

I The hand of the goonda came heavy on Pansina. Pansina is the 
I gateway to the Bhal District and the Bhal District was the stronghold of 
I the Praja Mandal. The Sanatani Mandal could get no foothold there, 
I and State officials were reluctant to tour the villages. 
!; Pansina was the second town in the State and many work- 
I ers of the Praja Mandal belonged to it, and a branch of the Praja Mandal 
\ was there with office bearers elected from themselves. 

^ Rumour got bruited abroad that the new technique in terrorism 
s would first be employed in Panshina. Karsan Pagl was the person to 

; whom all eyes turned. At a conference of Pagis (village watchmen) 

held at about that time under the presidentship of 

Shri Ishwarbhai K. Vyas, M.L.A., it was decided that Pagis should do 
nothing against the interests of the people. The Praja Mandal author¬ 
ities wrote to Shri Vyas and wanted him to prevent the Pagis from 
becoming tools in the hands of the Durbar. The Panshina Mahajan 
called Karsan and reminded him of his old time promise to see that not 
a pice-worth of property was endangered and requested him to give 
them a new assurance. But that notorious leader appeared to 

be under some commitments already. ‘T am on the horns of a dilemma” 
he vainly pleaded, “Why do you not compromise with the Thakore Saheb?” 

The Praja Mandal workers fearing the blow might come any day, 
advised the workers to pack up their valuables and get ready to quit 
Pansina, or to arrange people’s own non-violent guards. The workers 
got the warning just in time to pack up the valuables—and to hand them 
over to the dacolts. For the goondas acted with unexpected swiftness. 

The harrowing details of that dastardly outrage are told in the 
statement Issued by the Praja Mandal dated 8-2-1939. To quote the 
communique:— 

“February 5th was celebrated as “Rajkot Day” at Pansina and there 
Was a meeting which dispersed at about 10 p. m. About 11 p.m. people 
heard firing all round in the village and outslde^Then one by one, houses 
of Praia Mandal workers or sympathisers were raided. 

About 60 persons appear to have come. They diiddedi themselves 
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into two batches of about 20 persons each, the rest remaining: outside the 
village surrounding it. 

They had come armed with all kinds of weapons such as guns, swords, 
knives, iron rods, green bamboo sticks, etc. and had brought motors. 

They were dressed to disguise and carried torches and lanterns. 

The dacoits first locked the Praja Mandal Office from outside to 
prevent the volunteers from coming out and then proceeded. 

One party attacked Chunilal Dharsey. The man is insane since 5 

or 6 years and is very poor. His mud house is fallen. He and his wife 

live in the verandah. His crime was that his son Bhuralal was a Praja 
Mandal volunteer. The dacoits broke open the outer door and about 20 
persons entered. They first asked for Bhuralal. He was sleeping at the 
Praja Mandal Office. They then belaboured Chunilal and his wife. The 
mad man shrieked and prayed for mercy. His wife's ear-rings were re¬ 
moved. Everything in their house was broken and destroyed. Chunilal 
and his wife have left Pansina. 

Next came the turn of Nathalal Purshottam, another Praja Mandal 
worker. His aged parents were sleeping in the outer verandah with his 
daughter aged 14. His wife was sleeping in the room, having delivered 

about 20 days ago. He was sleeping in the outer verandah. The iron 

railings of this verandah were broken. Nathalal attempted to fly by the 
outer door. He met four or five persons facing him with guns. He came 
back. He was soundly belaboured with sticks and kicks. With great 
difficulty he carried his wife to a neighbour. His father, aged 64 and ill, 
was assaulted and seriously injured. He was wounded on the head and 
bled. Nathalal's daughter aged 14 was attacked and all ornaments on 
her person removed. She has been so terribly frightened that she is 
weeping all the while. His two houses were broken open. All boxes 
large and small were broken and the dacoits carried away ornaments 
and cash worth about eight to ten thousand rupees. Nathalal and his 
family have left Pansina. 

Then came the turn of Sukhlal Jasraj. His son Kantilal was also a 
Praja Mandal volunteer. The outer door was first broken and about 15 
persons entered. They first asked for Kantilal. He was sleeping at the 
Praja Mandal Office. Then Sukhlal, his wife and his daughter were at¬ 
tacked and injured. His houses were broken open and many things 
destroyed. The dacoits carried away booty worth about Rs. 3,0001-. 

Another party appears to have gone the other way. They first went 
to Nagardas Chhaganlal. His outer door was broken open. He and his 
wife closed the doors of the house. The dacoits began to break the doors 
with axes and iron rods. Some time thereafter, Nagardas himself opened 
the house. He was attacked and seriously injured. He was robbed. 
Many things were broken. The dacoits then again attacked Nagardas 
to Show his valuables. They threatened to kill his children idei^ing In 
the house. They threatened to attack his wife* 
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Then came the turn of Kalidas Dhanli, President of the PraiA 
Mandal, who lives next to Nagardas. There Is a wall in between them. 
The dacoits went over the wall. Kalidas lives alone. He attempted to 
fly by the outer door. He opened it and was Immediately attacked and 
severely belaboured by 4 or 5 persons standing outside. He became un¬ 
conscious. He was thrown in a cot and his house was broken open. 
Everything in it was destroyed and valuables carried away. Then he 
was attacked to show more. Three or four persons sat upon his chest 
and attacked him with knives and swords. He received serious injuries. 
He had a swotd-thrust at the back about 3-4 inches deep and was In a 
pool of blood. He has been removed to the Hospital and has been 
operated. Kalidas is aged about 55. 

Then came the turn of Chhotalal Punjabhai, another prominent 
Praja Mandal worker. His outer door was broken open. One servant In 
the gangway was beaten. The iron railings of the verandah were then 
broken. Chhotalal and his wife were in one of the rooms. The dacoits 
began breaking it with axes and iron rods. Sometime thereafter 
Chhotalal himself opened the room. He and his wife were dragged out 
arid severely beaten with green bamboo sticks and kicks. The dacoits 
then broke open boxes large and small in the house and carried the 
valuables. They* then again attacked Chhotalal to show more. A 
lantern was thrown on his head. There was serious injury. He was 
wounded on the hand. A stick was thrust on his back part. The clock 
then struck 12-30. The clock was immediaetly broken. His wife was 
then attacked and the ornaments on her person removed. They at¬ 
tempted to cut her feet but then abandoned. They then broke another 
room and destroyed a great deal. Then they wanted to go upstairs. The 
staircase door was locked. It was fired upon and then broken. Three 
more rooms were broken open upstairs and valuables carried away and 
many other things destroyed. Chhotalal’s wife is In bed and removed 
to Ahmedabad. 

The dacoits also have broken open five shops one of them being a 
small shop of Bhuralal, son of Chunilal. 

They appear to have left at about 1-30 a. m. All this while there 
was continuous firing in the air all round. 

Every one who has been attacked, injured and robbed is either a 
worker or a member of the Praja Mandal. The dacoits met several other 
persons. They were asked to go away. There were three marriage 
parties in the village that night. They were not even approached. 

There is a police party kept at Panslna and there are a number of 
village watchmen. Not one of them came out. 

No State servant went to make any inquiries even in the morning. 
News was received in limbdl at about 9 a. m. the next day and ittime- 
(hately doctors were sent and Kalidas who was in a precarious condition 
was removed to Limbdi and oih^ ln}ured were attended to. About 39 
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of the Praja Mandal from Limbdi went immediately and brought 
to Limbdi all those who desired to come away. 

Darbar Oopaldas came to Pansina on the 7th February. He inter¬ 
viewed each one of those who was attacked and wounded, and visited 
each place. He saw the destruction. At several places, the bamboo sticks, 
pickaxes and iron rods were left by the dacoits. They have been brought to 
Limbdi. 

The State is now said to be investigating. We do not want to com¬ 
ment at this stage on the methods of so-called investigation. 

Similar is the tale in other villages. Another village Ralol, four 
miles away from Pansina, was looted the same night and only Praja 
Mandal workers were attacked, injured and robbed.** 

The peculiarities of this “dacoity** deserve more than mere mention. 
They have to be carefully borne in mind. 

(1) Out of 800 houses in Pansina, only about 12 houses were select¬ 
ed for committing this “dacoity**. These 12 houses were in different 
streets, and every one of them was the house of a Praja Mandal worker 
or volunteer. 

(2) The Praja Mandal Office was locked with volunteers and workers 
inside before the operations commenced. 

(3) The ‘*dacoits*’ entered the houses and shops calling Praja Mandal 
workers by their names. While they belaboured the inmates, they shouted 
derisive political slogans. Where workers were absent from their homes, 
they particularly enquired for them, and over and above the workers, 
their relatives were assaulted. 

(4) While there were repeated firings in the air, the inhabitants, 
other than Praja Mandal workers, were assured that they had nothing to 
fear. 

(5) Within two hours after this ‘*dacoity’* was committed, a similar 
outrage was perpetrated on Ralol, a village four miles away. And at 
Ralol only 3 houses out of 600 were looted. The victims were not 
‘*Banias** but goldsmiths. Because they were Praja Mandal workers. 

(6) The Pansina procedure was repeated at Ralol with the 
punctiliousness of a ritual. 

(7) Two high officials of the State came to the town the previous 
day and are said to have stayed there on the night of occurrence. 

(8) The Town has got a Police Thana and a band of Pagis, 
but they were blissfully ignorant of this entire incident though the 
**dacoits** were on the move for nearly 3 hours in that little town. 

(9) Panisana has a system of viiiage watchmen called *Pucca-Pa- 
gipana* meaning that the village watchmen are bound to make good the 
loss of any theft or dacoity, Karsan Pagi is the head of the village 
watchmen. In this case not a penny has been recovered from him nor 
any compensation made to those who were roMied. 
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item of this atrocity reached Limbdi the next day. The Praia 
Mandal sent a relief party immediately. A procession marched to the 
Palace demanding Justice for Pansina victims. 

The Thakore Saheb received a deputation at 5 p. m. He said he was 
entirely unaware of the outrage. The Dewan suggested that the aggrieved 
people should file complaints. The Thakore Saheb offered to send Shri 
Patesinhji to enquire. But when the Praja Mandal leaders roundly 
declared that the Dewan was the party concerned, the Thakore Saheb did 
not pursue the conversation. 

The Dewan went to Pansina that night. A special officer was 
deputed for enquiry on the third day. The public still awaits the result 
of his inquiry. No action has been taken by the State so far. Neither 
a single arrest nor a single case against any one. The procession squatted 
in front of the Palace for four days. Most of the members were fasting. 
The Palace was all along holding out promises of enquiry and redress. 
But more sinister forces were actively at work. Even while promises of 
punishment to the miscreants were being held out and even as the in¬ 
habitants of Limbdi were squatting before the Palace, the “Pansina 
Dacoity” was repeated at Karsongadh on 9th February and earlier on the 
7th at Shiani. These dacoitles were followed by a series of thefts and 
looting of standing crops. 

Following is a summary an(jl list of loots and thefts :— 
DACOITIES :~~ 

(1) Panshina dacoity on date 5-IS-39. 

(a) Number of dacoits about sixty came in cars. 

(b) Most of them were with guns, swords, dharias, knives and 
lathies, 

(c) Ten persons including females and children were wounded 
and injured; all of them being Praja Mandal workers and 
their family members, one being wounded by sword, 

(d) Six houses and five shops were robbed; all belonging to 
Praja Mandal workers, 

(e) Property worth Rs. 26,000 was taken away In cars kept 
ready in the precincts of the village, 

(f) Several rounds of shots were fired intermittently for two 
hours. 

(2) Ralol dacoity on date 5-2-39. 

(a) Number of dacoits about 30, 

(b) Ten persons wounded and Injured, 

(c) Dacoits armed with guns, swords, dharias, knives and 
lathies, 

(d) Pour houses, all of Praja Mandal workers were robbed, 

(e) Property worth about Rs. 8,000 was taken away. 

(3) Kamngadh dacoity on date 9-2-39. 

(a) Number of dacoits about 20, 

(b) Armed with guns, swo^, dharias, knives and lathies. 
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(c) House of a tailor, who was a Praja Mandal worker was 
robbed, 

(d) One wounded and two others were severely beaten, 

(e) Property found was worth only Rs. 200]-. 

(4) Shianl dacolty on date 7-2-29. 

(a) Dacoits about 10, 

(b) Armed with swords, guns, etc., 

(c) One house of Praja Mandal worker looted, 



(d) 

Property worth 

about Rs. 1,0001 

- carried away. 


THEFTS 

:— 







1 

Ralol, .. date 4-2-39, Property worth 

Rs. 

20i-. 


2 

Laxmisar 

„ 7-2-39 

-do- 

>> 

180] 


3 

Mojidad 

„ 19-2-39 

-do- 


25|-, 


4 

Panshina 

„ 19-3-39 

-do- 

»» 

3001-. 


5 

Balol 

„ 3-3-39 

-do- 


1,0001-, 


6 

Shiani 

„ February 

-do- 

»> 

5001-, 


7 

Devpura 

„ 6-4-39 

-do- Agricultural produce 


8 

Devpura 

„ March 


Two mares, 


9 

Panshina & 

Agricultural produce 




Shianl 

„ February 





10 

Balol 

.. AprU 

-40- 

Rs. 

523|- 


11 

Panshina 

,, May 

-do- 

»» 

500|- 


12 

Ralol 

» -do- 

-do- * 

>> 

500|- 


13 

Jambu 

» -do- 

-do- 

1* 

600|- 


14 

Shiani (thrice) 

-do- 

-do- 

»> 

6,000|- 


15 

Kattechl „ 

,, -do- 

-do- 

tf 

2,128|- 

Intimidation and coercion of villagers was in full 

swing 

in all 

villages. 

Thick rumours of armed dacoities were in the air. The 

fate of 


Panshina awaited every village that dared to brave the terror, especially, 
the Bhal villages. In several of these villages, responsible leaders of the 
Praja Mandal were in charge of the chhavanies. The villagers spontane¬ 
ously responded to the call of the Praja Mandal. They organised parties 
of non-violent guards under the leadership of the Praja Mandal workers 
and watched the village in hundreds whole night by turns. Its success 
was immense. The dacoits were checked in their nefarious activities 
which remained unsuccessful in spite of repeated attempts. 

The Praja Mandal was determined to hold the session on 19th 
February as previously declared and the enthusiasm of the people was 
unbounded. Hundreds of villagers in their carts, on horse back and on 
foot had organised a march to Limbdi City covering over a distance of 
30 miles in a day passing through villages to reach Limbdi on the 18th 
February. The Palace was idarmed. It was freely mentioned that a 
big offensive was being arranged to break the Farishad and notorious 
persons were gathering in the city. 







CHAPTCft V 


Cpnf^renc^ Preporations 

THE preparations for the Parishad were going on in full speed. 
Responsible workers had established their camps in several villages and 
the objects of the Parishad were being explained to the villagers. There 
was great enthusiasm in spite of intimidation and repression, and the 
vUlggers were expected to attend the Parishad in very large numbers. 

The State was not slow to sense the importance of the Parishad and 
was determined to break it. The State, however, decided to remain in 
the background officially. It adopted other methods of breaking the 
Parishad. 

The assaults and dacoities In the villages had succeeded in intimi¬ 
dating some of the villagers. State servants or dependants intensified 
their propaganda to dissuade the villagers from attending the session 
under various threats. The State also devised a scheme to make it 
appear that the people were divided. It had already started Sanatan 
Mandal so far as the City was concerned; but the Mandal could make no 
headway in the villages. The State therefore, tried another plan of 
starting so-called Village Panchayats. 

Loyalty pledges were taken from some of the villagers in some of the 
villages, and these 'ioyar’ people were supposed to make a request to the 
State to grant a Village Panchayat. In a NoUficaUon issued by the State 
regarding the constitution of the Village Panchayat, it was stated that 
only a certain class of peasants (Khatedars) would have a right to elect 
the so-called representatives to this Village Panchayat, and this Village 
Panchayat was then granted certain powers, civil and criminal, as also 
regarding the collection of certain minor taxes for the sanitation and 
education and other minor requirements of the village. This was a 
subtle mpve to divide the peasants between themselves as also the 
peasants as a whole from other communities, particularly, the mercantile 
coxnmunity. The so-called Village Panchayat was to be granted exclusive 
power to try civil cases of any amount which would mean that all debts 
due by the peasants to the merchants would be tried by the Village 
Panchayat. At the same time, a propaganda was set on foot by the State 
that the peasants should not pay any debt due to the merchants. These 
were inducements held out to the peasants, apart from threats, in order 
to dissuade them from either Johiing the Praja Kfetndal or attrading the 
Bariahad. 

In this way, having taken loyalty pledges from some of the peasants 
in some of the villages, the State made a show of granting Village Pan- 
chayala on which were '^elected” the nominees of the State and this 
so-called Village Paiudiayat became another engine of repression. 

The curious thing about the whole of this movement in the Limbdl 
Stpte 6Ca(« )ws always r«iaain«d in tb* tmckfiouna (XBAaiaity. 
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It was open to the State for example to have banned the Parishad, but 
it did not want to do anything of the kind. It had leamt the lesson that 
banned sessions always gained greater publicity and evoked greater 
sympathy and enthusiasm. It did not desire to commit the mistake of 
other States. 

Having obtained the “loyalty pledges” and established village 
panchayats in the manner aforesaid, the State issued a notification on 
16th February 1939, stating that the State had received some applications 
from the citizens of Llmbdi and from the villages that they were not in 
agreement with the policy of the Praia Mandal, and that they challenged 
the right of the Praja Mandal to hold a conference in the name of people^ 
and therefore, they desired the State to "ban the conference convened by 
the Praja Mandal to be held on 19-2-1939. The notification proceeded 
to State that according to the figures collected by the State, 75% of the 
people of Limbdi State were opposed to the conference, and that even as 
regards the remaining 25%, who have not enlisted their opposition, there 
was no proof that everyone of them was in favour of holding the confer¬ 
ence. The notification further proceeded to State that the State was 
willing to grant reforms and that in fact it had already granted 
village panchayats and local self-Government and that there was no 
need whatsoever for the conference. The notification ended with these 
ominous words:— 

“In these circumstances, the holding of a conference which can 
speak for the minority is felt unnecessary. The concessions that they 
aim at securing and some more concessions are granted to many of the 
villages and if the Praja Mandal stops its activities and agitation, similar 
concessions will be granted to the remaining villages. It is clearly in¬ 
advisable to hold the conference in face of the strong opposition of the 
Urge section of the people. In these circumstances, disturbances may 
take place by the situation getting serious due to the holding of the 
conference, .... 

“However, the State does not want to encroach upon the primary 
rights of the people by banning the conference, but if in spite of the 
knowledge of this grave situation, the conference meets and if distressing 
events take place, the responsibility will be wholly that of the Praja 
Mandal” 

The solicitude of the State for the primary rights of the people is 
amusing. The threat contained in the last paragraph is unequivocal 
and clear. But it did not stop at that. Simultaneously with this noti¬ 
fication, oral instructions were issued to the officers in the villages to 
notify to the villagers the risk in attending the Parishad and 
written notifications were placed in the villages reading as follows:^* 

“It is to be notified in connection with the notification of 16-2-1939 
that as mentioned in it, those who attend the oonfevence which is to bt 



19 


held against the opposition of the majority of the people will be eonsi* 
dered the opponents of the State and local officers should write down 
their names.** 

So far, the State had kept up a show of civil liberty in the city. The 
villages were groaning under terrible repression, but with a view to 
preserve its reputation to the outside world, the city had not met with 
any direct repression so far. But the State could no longer conceal its 
mailed fist. 

The Sana tan Mandal and the Muslim Jamat were not inactive. On 
18th February 1939, the Sanatan Mandal issued a leaflet which runs as 
follows :— 

“The so-called Praja Mandal (Bania Mandal) have convened a 
peoples* conference to meet on the 19-2-1939 in the name of people of 
Limbdi in spite of the opposition of the majority of the people. The 
Sanatan subjects of this State are going to attend this conference in 
large numbers to demonstrate their peaceful opposition. They have the 
right to attend the peoples conference as it is held in the peoples name. 
If the Bania Mandal tries to stop entry by cordon or by holding the con¬ 
ference behind closed doors, attempts will be made to enter the pandal 
by breaking the cordon. Bania Mandal is therefore, warned not to place 
any such obstacle and if in spite of the warning an obstacle is placed the 
Sanatanists will enter the pandal at any cost and if in so doing a breach 
of peace is resulted, Bania Mandal will be held responsible for it/* 

The composition of the Sanatan Mandal has already been described 
in a previous chapter. The language of the leaflet and the State noti¬ 
fication bear unmistakeable marks of common origin. The leaflet was 
a clear warning of the coming events. Is significance is emphasised by 
the fact that the Superintendent of Police is the member of the 
Working Committee of the Sanatan Mandal. The notification of the 16th 
February made it plain that there would be no police protection and the 
leaflet of the Sanatan Mandal gave full licence to the goondae to do 
their work. 

If the majority was against the Parishad, the easiest thing of course 
was for them to attend the session and vote down its resolutions. *rhat 
would have been the democratic way, but that was not the way which 
they Intended to follow; that would have disclosed the hollowness of 
their claim. The events of the next two days described in the following 
chapters leave no doubt as to the intentions of the State. 



C HAPTER VI 

Day light: Gangsterism 

IBth Fe'bruarp, 

THE peasants from the villages were to reach Limbdi City on the 
evening of the 18th February, starting from the furthermost villages of 
Limbdi, and making a march of about 80 miles during the day. The 
State began collecting its forces from the morning of the 18th. Bohras 
from the villages of Jambu and Ralol came in good numbers under the 
leadership of the notorious Mukhl (Village Headman) of JTambu. Pagis, 
pasayatas and toyas (village watchmen) came in large numbers under 
the leadership of Karsan Pagi. All of them gathered under the banners 
of the Sanatan Mandal and the Muslim Jamat. They were housed in 
State buildings and appeared to be enjoying State hospitality. They 
formed into batches, carrying red and green bands. All these persons 
carried various kinds of weapons such as guns, swords, dharias, iron- 
shod lathis and bamboo sticks. The State Police had conveniently dis¬ 
appeared. Thase rowdies went round the whole city in groups, carrying 
weapons and shouting slogans, to terrorise the people. 

Peasants on march from villages reached Limbdi City in the evening 
at about 6 p. m. They were led by responsible workers of the Praia 
Mandal who had been touring the villages for a number of days previ¬ 
ously. In spite of the intimidation and terrorisation in the villages, 
about 1,500 peasants, men women and children, came on foot, in carts 
and on horseback. It was a sight that would remain ever green in the 
memory of the citizens of Limbdi. The citizens of Limbdi in large 
numbers went forward to receive the villagers and it formed a grand 
procession. The procession started from the eastern end of the City 
and was to end at the western end after passing through the main streets 
of the dty. 

While the procession of the peasants and the citizens of Limbdi had 
come some distance, the Praja Mandal leaders received news that a pro¬ 
cession of the rowdies carrying all kinds of weapons was coming from 
the opposite direction. On inquiry the workers foimd that the proces¬ 
sion of, the so-called Sanatan Mandal and Muslim Jamat was headed by 
almost all the ofideers of the State cmd was deliberately coming by the 
route, which was declared to be the route of the Praja Mandal processiim. 
The workers, therefore, atonce decided on a change of the route of the 
Praia Mandal procession, and for the time being a clash w€us avoided. 
The Praja Mandal procession ended near the city lake and was im¬ 
mediately dispersed to avoid untoward incidents. The mischief mongers, 
however, were not happy. They soon flocked to the place where the 
Praja Mandal procession was dispersed. Some of them were firing in 
the air and deliberately provoked some of the peasants and other persons 
to create a clash. Females in the Ibraja Ibbmdal procession were about 
to be attacked when leading merchants like SJt. Bhagwanlal Harakhchand 
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axid SJt. Amulakh Amichand at once came forward to brave the attack. 
The Praja Mandal volunteers in large numbers soon came to the scene 
and gave protection to the females. The volunteers and some of the 
workers of the Praja Mandal were attacked and injured. Sjt. 
Prahladrai Mody Pleader of Bhavnagar, who had come to attend 
the Parlshad was one of those who were wounded. People soon dispersed 
and it was hoped that the night would pass quietly. But that was not to be. 

The peasants-men, women and children, who had come to attend 
the Parlshad were housed at three Praja Mandal camps and were being 
fed in the evening. The rowdies soon divided themselves into 3 batches 
of about 200 each, and surrounded each camp. They were shouting 
threatening slogans and brandishing their weapons. The doors of the 
Praia Mandal camps were, therefore, closed. 

At about 10 p. m. news was received in the Praja Mandal office tlrnt 
the doors of one of the camps were broken and the peasants within were 
attacked. Praja Mandal workers and volunteers rushed to the scene 
where they found that lights were smashed, water pots broken and some 
of the peasants had been beaten. A Police Chowky was almost next 
door, but no attempt was made to control the rowdies or to arrest any 
one of them. 

Naturally there was panic in the City. The Praja Mandal workers 
and volunteers divided themselves into groups and began patrolling the 
City and re-assuring the people. Smt. Bhaktilaxmibai, wife of Durbar 
Gopaldas, was heading the patrols. 

In the meantime, leaders of the Praja Mandal, headed by Nagarsheth 
Sjt. Lalchand Sanghvi went to the Thakore Saheb at the palace and 
informed him of the events of the day. The Thakore Saheb said he was 
sbrinrised to learn the news and he soon called the Superintendent of 
Police to control the rowdies and restore peace. The Thakore Saheb 
assured the leaders that they need have no anxiety, and that there would 
be no untoward events the next day. He also stated that an order would 
be issued immediately banning carrying of weapons or lathis. 

In the meantime, the Praja Mandal workers and volunteers who were 
going round the City were met by a crowd of hooUgans at one of the 
Parlshad camps. They were led by the notorious Tapu and Labhu of 
£Wani fame. The Praja Mandal workers were abused, attacked and 
stoned and were pursued. When they reached the place where t^e 
Parlshad was to be held, they found another crowd of rowdies under the 
leadership of the Mukhi of Jambu. 

In the meantime, the leaders returned from the palace, and report¬ 
ed what had happened there. It was at once decided to go to the C^ty 
hCagisteate to invite him to see the situation for hhnself. 
It appeared that by that time a word had gone round from thevhead-* 
quarters to st(qi further mischief, and immediately quiet was restored. 
It was obvious that tho mitire hoohganism was well direbted; When the 
mdOnm eeme hack with the Magistrate the rowdies were dispetoliig. 
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Many of them were identified by the workers as State sefvante or 
dependents, and some policemen in plain clothes. 

The Magistrate was also taken to the Parishad camp which was 
raided, and he inspected the mischief done there. The Praja Mandal 
lead ers and workers then dispersed and went home at about 2 a. m. Some 
of them were sent to the Railway Station to receive the President-elect, 
Durbar Oopaldas, who was to arrive by the night train at about 2-30 a.m. 

When the persons who had gone to receive Durbar Oopaldas reached 
the Station, they found that the hooligans that had dispersed from the 
City, had collected at the Station. When Durbar Oopaldas arrived, he and 
those who had gone to receive him were surrounded by the crowd, and 
were prevented from entering the City. All the passengers who had 
arrived by the train were also prevented from entering the State Juris¬ 
diction. The crowd squatted a little away from the Station to prevent 
the entry of Durbar Oopaldas, and guarded all approaches to the City. 
Passengers were thereafter examined and permitted to go. 

The rowdies lit bon-flres on all sides the whole night to warm 
themselves in February cold. The wood for the fire was being brought 
from the State guest-house, in a State motor lorry. 

The leaders and workers in the City received news at about 3 a. m. 
of what had happened at the Station. They soon went to the Station, 
and when they were near it, they were surrounded by the hooligans on 
all sides and were not permitted to proceed further or to go back. They 
were abused and attacked and were made to squat there for the rest of 
the night in shivering cold. Bhaktilaxmibai could no longer remain 
patient. She dashed forward through the crowd to reach the Station, 
as she was very anxious about the safety of her husband. She was at¬ 
tacked and a dagger was pointed at her throat. She, however, daunt- 
lessly broke her way through the crowd and reached the Station. 

Some of the passengers who were prevented from entring the City, 
sent telegrams from the Station to the Thakore Saheb, Bxid the authori¬ 
ties concerned, describing the events. The Superintendent of Police 
came to the Station at about 5-30 in the morning and offered to escort 
Durbar Oopaldas. He refused to go alone until all the workers Were 
safely taken to the City with him. The Praja Mandal’s motor car was, 
therefore, sent to the city to arrange for a motor bus. The car was 
surrounded and was about to be attacked. But when the policeman in 
plain clothes who had accompanied the Car asked the Mukhi of Jambu 
to clear the way, it was immediately done. 

Thereafter Durbar Oopaldas and the workers were taken to the City. 
Xh the meantime, some Praja Mandal workers had gone to the District 
Magistrate, Mr. lavingla, to take him to the Station. When they were pro*- 
Ceeding to the Staticm, they were iaJbt by a crowd of police men in uniform 
carrying black flags. They were pointed out to the District Magistrate 
wh^ he remarked that they were also citisens of Iiimbdi, and therefore 
bad the right to eatress Uieir di^Mzit in such manner as they ttked^ 



CHAPTER Vri 


*‘Jaliianwala Baug” Tragady 

Parishad Day, 19-2-59. 

In the morning of the 19th February, the State issued an order pro* 
hiblting the carrying of weapons. It however remained a mere paper order 
No attempt was made by the Police during the whole of the day to deprive 
any of the goondas of their weapons or to arrest any one of them 
for breach of the order, Parishad workers pointedly drew the attention 
of the Magistrates to the persons carrying lathies and other weapons but 
the Magistrates did nothing to enforce the order. 

One batch of the hooligans of about 200 strong surrounded the 
residence of the President-elect from 9 a. m. in order to prevent him 
from going out to attend the Parishad. The party was, inter alia, led by 
a brother of a high State officer, and another State official from the 
village of Shiani. These hooligans carried bamboo sticks and prevented 
any one from entering or going out of, the camp of the President-elect. 

The Parishad was to be held in the compound of a Jain Boarding, 
which had an enclosed compound, and a large pandal had been constructed 
in the centre. The Boarding is a ground floor structure. It is surrounded 
on east and south by public roads, and on the west and north by a State 
garden, with a wall in between. There were residing in the Boarding 
about 55 boarders at that time. 

The Parishad was announced to be held at 2-30 p. m. Peasants and 
delegates began to flock to the place of parishad from 9 a. m. A large 
crowd of goondas collected outside the place of the parishad, carrying 
bamboo sticks and knives, A party of policemen was also present there, 
only to watch and probably to direct. Mr. Harishanker Joshi, an hon¬ 
ourary magistrate of the city and a member of the Working Committee 
of the Sanatan Mandal was present there, leading and directing the 
activities of the crowd outside. By 10 a. m. about 1000 persons had 
gathered in the '‘mandap” of the parishad. A procession of Sanatan 
Mandal volunteers, consisting principally of the boarders of the Garasia 
and Brahmin Boardings, in uniform, shouting slogansand in a militant 
mood passed through the streets on its way to the place of the parishad. 
Some workers of the Praja Mandal receiving news of the tense atmos¬ 
phere, went to the place of the parishad, but were prevented from going 
in by the crowd of hooligans. A buUy fakir brandished a long dagger 
at them and was about to assault them, but stopped at the order of Mr. 
Harishanker Joshi who said “not now”. The workers then had a talk 
with Mr. Joshi, leader of the crowd, and he advised them to leave the 
place for the present. The workers left the place in order to acquaint 
the leaders with the situation. 

leaders like Mrs. Ijeelavati Munshl, M.L,A., (the wife of the Home 
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Minister) Bombay, SJt. Shantilia Mr Bhah, Solicitor, M.L.C., Bombay, 
Sjt. Jivanlal Dewan, Secretary, of the Gujrat Provincial Congress Com¬ 
mittee, SJt. Arjun Lala, Secretary of the Ahmedabad District Congress 
Committee and others were to reach Limbdi by the mail train at about 
12-15 noon. It appears that an order went round from the head¬ 
quarters, that the parishad should be broken and the Job nnished before 
these leaders arrived. 

By about 11 a. m., news was received at the Praja Mandal office that 
the hooligans had entered the place of the parishad and had worked 
havoc. The workers and leaders of the Praja Mandal rushed to the 
scene; the District Magistrate and the City Magistrate accompanied 
them on request. 

The scene at the place of the parishad cannot be described. Out of 
about 1000 persons present there, nearly 700 had been wounded and in¬ 
jured. Simultaneous attacks were made on other camps and inimates 
including children were wounded. Within three quarters of an hour 
the toatl of wounded reached to 700. Heads were broken, and there were 
serious injuries on all parts of the body. It was a gruesome sight. The 
persons inside the Conference pandal were made naked and were severely 
belaboured all over the body. The peasants who had come from remote 
villages, in spite of the terror and intimidation, were special objects of 
the attack. Some of the students of the Boarding were seriou^ injured. 
Whoever attempted to escape, was chased, caught, made naked and 
beaten. Jalianwalla Baug tragedy was repeated. 

The place of the parishad as already stated was an enclosed com¬ 
pound and the doors were closed. Some of the hooligans therefore 
scaled the wall hrom the side of the garden, and others went to the roof 
from the public road. The tiles on the roof were freely used to attack 
those who were within* The main door of the compound was broken 
open and the whole crowd of hooligans went in. The 'mandap’ was 
smashed to pieces and great damage done to the property of the Board¬ 
ing House. A heap of clothes from those who were made naked Was 
lying there. All these things were pointed out to the Magistrate. A 
party of policemen was present at the scene all through, who quietly 
watched the nefarious activities of the hooligans. Amongst those who 
attacked the peasants and delegates were State servants. State depend¬ 
ants, and other hirelings who were identified by those who were attacked. 

The Praja Mandal. leaders, workers and volunteers Immediately 
directed all their energies to attend the wounded and the injured. The 
first to come on the scene, was a batch of Desha Sevikas (lady volunteers) 
wearing red cross badges. The car in which they came was surrounded 
and attacked in the very presence of the Magistrates and the S^^rln- 
tendent of Police. They immediate got down from the car and ent<H^ 
the compound dashing through the crowd. Ihe wounded were soon 
carried to the eMte hoepital, and to private doe^s in Llmhdi. 4Mher 
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doetors who arrived from Wadhwan Camp and other neighbouring places 
soon attended on the wounded. The injured were carried by the volunteers 
to the hospitals where they were dressed and attended to. Those who 
were more seriously wounded were taken to another Jain Boarding and 
private residences. About 300 persons were seriously injured. Pour or 
five of them were in a very precarious condition and they were detained 
as indoor patients at the State hospital. 

The hooligans during the course of the day attempted more than 
once to attack the Jain Boarding where the seriously injured were 
housed and the dispensary of Dr. Popatlal where other injured were 
being treated in large numbers was also the object of repeated attacks. 

The leaders from Bombay, Ahmedabad and other places arrived at 
about 12-30 noon. The reader will find elsewhere the statement issued 
by them. 

The Praia Mandal workers were determined to hold the patishad 
exactly at 2-30 p. m. as announced. It was held at one of the Praja 
Mandal camps under the presidentship of Mrs. Leelavati Muhshi, M.L.A., 
and the following two resolutions were unanimously passed:— 

RESOLUTION l.—This conference of the people of Limbdi State 
declares that responsible government under the aegis of the Thakore 
Saheb is the goal of their political aspirations and resolves to agitate for 
its attainment by legitimate and peaceful means. 

RESOLUTION 2.—This Conference of the people of Limbdi State 
condemns the mass-violence organised by the State to frustrate the 
peaceful gathering of the peoples' Conference and extends its heartfelt 
sympathies to the victims of the cowardly attacks. 

Some of the Praja Mandal workers including Mr. Bapalai K. Doshi 
and Mrs. Vljayalaxmi Parikh, hearing of the attempted attacks 
on the Jain Boarding where the wounded were lying, proceeded to that 
place in a car. Their car was attacked just near the Post OlAce. Hie 
Gandhi caps were snatched away, and they were abused and stoned. A 
little further up, their car was again surrounded and attacked. Its hood 
was smashed and glass panes broken. They were attacked with lathis 
and injured. The Revenue Secretary of the State, Mr. Jivansinhji was 
present at the time in the garage just opposite, from where he came out 
along with Mr. Daulatslnhji the garage manager and gave protection. 
Hie driver of the car in which the workers came, could not be found for 
sometime, he was ultimately brought from the garage. 

This group of hooligans then did further mischief on the main 
thoroughfare for about a couple of hours. Gandhi caps were snatched 
away and trampled upon. 

In the meantime, the parishad which was held at one of the Praja 
Mandal camps had concluded, and the people who had dispersed were 
coming to the residence of Purbkr OH^aldas^ hegded by LeeUvatl 
Munshl and Other leaders. 



^ ^ A. crowd Of hooligans with lathles, stationed there, was in a violent 
mood. After Mrs. Munshi and Mrs. Desal had entered, the others: were 
prevented from going in. The crowd was crying ‘‘Bandh Karo.'irl Stt. 
Atmaram Bhat of Bhavnagar had his shirt tom oft, three white, caps 
were snatched away, SJt. Kantilal, a cotton merchant of Ahmedabad 
received an iron-shod, lathi, blow on his head and bled. SJt. Shantilai 
Shah M.L.C,, Bombay and Dr. Keshavlal Thakker (now Municipal pre¬ 
sident) of Bhavnagar were Jostled. ; 

The hooligans then went to the Praja Mandal office and assaulted 
several persons. The national flag was removed and trampled npxm; 

About 4 p.m., it appears an order was issued from headquarters to 
stop further mischief, and like ghosts at the waving of a magic wand, 
the unruUy mob suddenly disappeared, and armed policemen appeared 
on the scene. ^ . 

The people preserved exemplary non-violence in face of this organised 
violence. Every one of those who was injured was a Praja Mandal 
worker or delegate or sympathiser. Not a single person of the so-called 
Sanatan Mandal or Muslim Jamat was injured. An attempt was made 
to fabricate evidence to show that some of them were injured. It is 
best described in the following passage in the Joint Statement of Mrs. 
Leelavatl Munshi and others 

'‘While we were at the hospital, a group of about 25 to 30 men wearing 
red or green Patties, came there, lead by a man wearing green safa, who. 
we were told, was the village head man (Mukhi) of Jambu. He began 
reading names from a list he had with him. A hospital servant ffiled 
up case forms as the Mukhi called out names and one by one the persons 
who had accompanied him came forward and took the form. We did 
not see marks of any injury on any of them. Mrs. Munshi enquired 
^hat the injuries were and she was curtly told that it was:’tor the 
doctor to see.” 

The Chief Medical Officer of the State, Dr. Keshavlal Dave, who was 
nowhere to be seen when the wounded were brought to the hospital and 
who left it to his assistants to attend to the wounded, suddenly apjpeared 
on the scene when the Mukhi of Jambu brought the batch mentioned 
in the passage quoted above and attended to them. 

For the whole of the day, when serious hooliganism was occuring in 
the City, neither the Thakore Saheb nor the YuvraJ (heir-apperant) 
nor the Dewan came out, or called for any of the leaders of the Praja 
Mandal. It appeared as if the Ruler had voluntarily abdicated his 
power for the day in favour of the hooligans, and had handed over the 
State to the devil. 

The panic and terror in the city can well be imagined. There was 
complete hartal which continued for two days afterwards, During iMu 
time, no effort whatsoever was made by the State to call any of the Praja 
Mandal workers or leading citizens or to meet them to dlscuse. the 



situation. Not a single arrest was made and the hooligans quietly went 
to their respective places after having done their job. The State took 
no steps whatever to restore confidence. All kinds of wild rumours were 
afloat, and it was freely mentioned that none of the Praja Mandal lead¬ 
ers and workers was safe. Some of the hooligans openly shouted the 
names of Praja Mandal leaders such as Nagarsheth and Sjt. Raslklal 
Parikh, and threatened that they were out to murder them. 

It became obvious that there was no safety of person or of property 
left in the State, nor any rule of law, and people voluntarily decided to 
leave the State, and started the “hijrat” from the 21st February. 
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RECEPTION OF PRAJA MANDAL WORKERS IN VIUuAGES. 



A wdO decorated Cart yoked by eight pairs of bollocks carried 
Pa|a Mandal Workers In a processimt in the Tillage 
SJt. Bhagwandas Harakhchaad and SJt Darlabhjl Uawdehand and 
a local promliMit CUitan of Shlmii SJt. Bbniabhai Oghadbbal are 
teen seated In the Cart. 




CHAPTER VHI 


Migration and Extermination 

OAliORS: OF CONFISCATIONS AND FINES. 

THlE events described in the preceding Chapters were unprecedented 
in the history of Llmbdi, or for the matter of that, for India. Equally 
unique and unprecedented was the reply of the people of Limbdl. 
Migration was the only non-violent reply to the organised goondaism on 
the part of the State. That is the only way of preventing a tryrant from 
becoming more tyranneous and inhuman. The brutality and the bar¬ 
barism of the events of the 5th, 18th & 19th February left no alternative 
to the people but to leave the territories of a ruler who allowed goondas 
and dacoits to play havoc with his own subjects. The atrocities progressively 
increased until there was left no safety of person or property, nor any 
rule of law. The ruler had abdicated his power, and the Yuvraj had 
imbibed strange notions of dictatorships of the west. The trinity that 
ruled the palace, father and two sons, made no effort whatsoever to res¬ 
tore confidence in the people; six thousand people, therefore, left their 
home and hearth and properties worth lakhs of rupees to save their life. 
These included all classes and communities. Out of a population of about 
13,000 in Limbdi City, about 5,000, men women and children, migrated to 
places of safety with their clothes on their person. About 60 peasant 
families migrated from the villages. The migrated included merchants, 
businessmen, tailors, goldsmiths, peasants; in short people of all clasi^ 
and castes. 

The interesting thing to note about the movement in Limbdi is thAt 
it was led by persons who had economically nothing to gain and every¬ 
thing to lose by the movement. The incidence of taxation in Limbdi 
fitate is heaviest in the villages, and is borne almost exclusively by the 
peasants. Out of a total revenue of nearly Rs. 8,00,00(1, Limbdi City with 
It population of 13,000 out of a total population of nei^y 40,000, yields only 
As. 50,000, i.e. one anna in a rupee, Limbdi (ility has roads, electric lighting, 
water works, schools, hospital and other amenities 'city The mer¬ 
chants of Limbdi, therefore, started and plunged M the movement en 
iy out of a spirit of self-sacrifice, and for the Of the down-thsx^^ 
and heavily taxed peasantry. The viilages cd I^Cbdl have progfesidii^ 
been pauperised, and the the peasant hava hSr become 
of proiiteriat. The leaders of the movement Were ail merchants, 
extensive business in Bombay, and each of them owning ptopeity Worth 
thousands in Umbdi City. They were on a. relations with the 

royal family for a number of year%^>and w«pe well-respected 

in the State, None of them had faintest notion of the 
autocracy and dei^tism of which ^Jhe Yuvraj showed him¬ 
self capable. They were soon disillusioned, and 
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voluntarily the migration, which was decided upon under the advice 
of Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Durbar Oopaidas. 

It was hoped that after the migration, the atmosphere in Limbdi 
State would become quiet and peace will be restored. It was also ex¬ 
pected that the royal family would take the opportunity of calmly 
pondering over the events of the preceedlng two months and will show a 
change of heart, but that was not to be. Instead, the authorities thought 
it a good opportunity to root out the Praja Mandal, and to entirely crush 
the spirit of the people. They, therefore, embarked upon a reign of terror 
with a view to exterminate and ruin each one of those who was either 
a member or a sympathiser or who was even suspected of sympathising 
with, the Praja Mandal. 

The mercantile community, as the only community politically 
conscious and, therefore, naturally in the vanguard of the movement, 
was the special target of his wrath. With the extermination of this com¬ 
munity, the Yuvraj hoped, he could increase his hold upon the peasantry, 
and carry out his scheme of gaining greater control over the farmers. 

Those of the merchants in the villages of the State, who had hot 
migrated, were asked to leave, and were threatened with injury to their 
person and property if they did not. One after the other, the merchants 
in the villages were obliged to leave the territories of the State. 

Some of the Brahmin teachers in the village of Hadala who Were 
siisipected to have taken part in the movement, were summarily dismis¬ 
sed. Some of the boarders of the Brahmin Boarding at Limbdi, wh6 
declined to work as volunteers of the Sanatan Mandal, met with the 
same fate. Almost all bahia servants of the State were dismissed one after 
the other ahid those who had earned their pensions, forfeit the same. TO<dr 
only crime was that they belonged to the mercantile community. 

Then followed regular loot of the properties of those who had been 
turned out. The peasants and the merchants who owned lands and had 
cultivated the same during the previous year, had their crops ready for 
harvest, but they were not permitted to take the same and the crops were 
either confiscated or allowed to be stolen. The houses of some of those 
who had previously been robbed during the dacoities were again broken 
open, and everything found therein removed. In Shianl, the hpusesHjf 
many merchants were broken open, and every article In them 
auctioned away, or allowed fo be looted, 

Then followed fines and confiscations of property. Heavy fines were 
imposed-on those who had, at one stage or another, worked in the move¬ 
ment, or assisted it In any manner. The reader will' find elsewhere a 
statement giving the details of these fines and confiscations. Petty officials 
in; the vfi^es had full license to harass those whom they disliked. 

^ of harassment, for example, was to prevent the peasants 

owned cattle, from taking their cattle out of the Tillage fnr 
cmtng, or to impound their cattle and recover heavy Ihies* la several 



eases* properties of persons who had nothing to do with the movement, 
and who were residing elsewhere in British India or outside 
since a number of years were confiscated and auctioned away. Not a 
single merchant owning land was allowed to continue possession of his 
land. Farmers and others were asked not to pay any debt due by them 
to any of the merchants, and none could take any steps to recover their 
rightful dues. 

The remarkable thing about all these methods of inflictions is that 
the State did not issue even a single written order or notice. Everything 
was done orally. In the case of those who were not present, no notice 
was given to them of the intended confiscation of their property, nor any 
intimation sent after confiscation. They learnt of it only if somebody 
happened to inform them of what had occurred. Some of the merchants 
in the village of Panshina did not leave the village in spite of orders to 
that effect. The State, therefore, issued an order to all barbers, potters, 
tailors, Shephards, cobblers and all other classes to stop all services to 
these merchants. This lasted for about a fortnight. The object was to 
coerce the Praja Mandal workers through these merchants to abandon 
the boycott hereafter mentioned, and some of these merchants were 
compelled to go to the Praja Mandal leaders at Wadhwan Camp and to 
create ugly scenes at the Praja Mandal Office entirely against their 
wishes. 

In the village of Hadala, Gator Patel owns land worth a lakh 
of rupees. He has also large timber business, and had a good stock of 
heavy timber on land which was claimed by the State to be its property. 
Gator Patel had firmly stood by the Praja Mandal, and therefore he wa^ 
asked to remove all his timber within 24 hours. It would have been im^ 
possible to do so, but for the voluntary assistance of the villagers, and 
he removed all the timber within 3 days. 

So far as Limbdi City was concerned, the merchants and others had 
left, leaving all their goods and property behind. Thereafter they at- 
tempted to remove their goods. The State promptly issued prder 
imposing a heavy export duty at the rate of one anna per rupe| in order 
to prevent them from taking away their goods. This export duty was 
charged even on household articles that were removed and tlii iteder 
Will find elsewhere a specimen of a receipt issued for payment of ^uch 
duty. The merchants were prepared to remove their gopdk ffeVeh 
on payment of duty, but then another order was issued to the that 
these merchants cannot be permitted to open their shops. tT • r 

The Praja Mandal, therefore, placed the whole case before the Ihdian 
Merchants* Chamber in Bombay, and the Secretary of the Chamber, 
under the authority of the Chamber’s Committee, carried on coh^s^ 
pcmdence with the Dewan saheh It was made^ plain in the correspondinee 

tl^t the merchants were laepared to pay the dkpo^t duty to 
IheSr foods, But they were hot penhitt^ to do iO. The mder M 
prtatfd eieeiihete .tl^ said corieq^dMico. r - r 
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Some ot the occasionally went back to Umbdl to bring 

their household articles. Each one of them was surrounded by a group 
of hooligans, harassed and attacked and escaped with his life with 
difficulty. Even females, including vidows and children, who returned 
to Limbdi, were molested and insulted. Many inhabitants of Limbdi 
who were for years residing out of the State, were not permitted to return 
to the State even when their family, or parents or relatives were residing 
in: I<imbdl> White cap is the special object of attack. No person is 
permitted to enter Limbdi City with white cap on his head. White caps 
are forcibly snatched away. There is no rule of law left in the State 
and it is handed over to a mob which acts according to its own caprices, 
and there is nobody to whom any complaint can be made of such conduct. 

The grossest case is that of Bai Chanchal, a brahmin widow, aged 
about 50. She is a resident of Shiani village. She was attacked and 
molested by a large unruly mob on the main thoroughfare of Limbdi City 
at noon, and her clothes were torn, and she was chased from place to 
pli^e, fStoned and abused. The mischief lasted for a couple of hours, and 
none dared to rescue her, nor did the police make any arrest or any ef¬ 
fort to control the mob. When she returned to her village of Shiani, her 
fate was the worse. The goondas of Shiani turned her out of her home 
at night, dragged her to the outskirts of the village, threw her In mud- 
pond and she was severely belaboured and wounded. She was thereafter 
taken to Wadhwan Camp and thence to Ahmedabad tor treatment. 
The reader will find elsewhere a copy of her statement. 

Some of the leaders of the Praja Mandal were told that there was a 
possibility of a settlement with the ruler, but it was alleged that this 
could not be done because of certain personal allegations made against 
the ruler and against the Jagadish Ashram. None of the ersponslble 
leaders of the Praja Mandal had at any time made any such allegation. 
In fact^ it was repeatedly made plain that the Praja Mandal had nothing 
to say against the ruler personally. Even so, with a view to leave no 
room tor excuse, the Praja Mandal Issued a statement 
declaring that it had no grievance personally against the ruler, and that 
it respected all places of worship of every community and that no alle¬ 
gation against the Jagadish Ashram had been made. Similarly, it was 
stated that certain reports in some of the newspapers were the cause of 
the tense atmosphere. Here again, it would be plain to anybody that 
the Praja Mandal can accept no responsibility except for statements is¬ 
sued by itself. Even so, to clear the atmosphere the Praja Mandal issued 
a ,statement that it would accept responsibility only for the statements 
issued by itself. 

However, these were excuses to continue the reign of terror and re^ 
iv^ion. In fact, the trinity that ruled the palace and particularly the 
VuvraJ had decided to uproot the Praja Mandal and to crush the spirit 
o| the people, and therefore refused to countenance any move for p^e. 

is jORCrted to hax? that he. consUerod ''those who 
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Hikd migrated, to be his enemies”. It is needless to.ebmment on the tnen- 
atlity of a rider who can regard his own people who had left the State 
only due to unbearable brutality and for want of protection, as his 
enemies. ^ , 

; The Tth day of July 1939 Was the birthday of the Thakore Saheb, and 
it was expected that on an occasion so auspicious as that, he would take 
^e opportunity of making some pronouncement to restore peace and con* 
fid^ce. Efforts were made for that purpose. But that was not to be. 
instead, at the birthday durbar, those who had assisted the State in the 
camipaign of repression, and distinguished themselves In it, were rewarded 
by titles and presents. " 

The repression increased day by day. Shops of merchants were 
broken open and all goods found in the shops worth thousands were re* 
moved. No notice was given to the merchants of the intended action, 
nor any intimation after the goods were taken away. It was nothing 
Short of a regular loot by the State without any pretence of law. 

: " A large number of people who had left the State did so because there 
was no safety of person or property: They naturally expected that peace 
and quiet would soon be restored, or at least after sometime, it would be 
possible for them to return in safety. All of them-'naturally were not in 
a position to face complete economic ruin. They were, therefore, anxious 
to return back. The State, however would not let them come back ex¬ 
cept on its own terms of complete humiliation. Hopes were held out to 
them that if they resigned from the Praja Mandal, and signed certain 
printed statements denouncing the Praja Mandal, they would be per¬ 
mitted to return. They succumbed to this inducement. But 
their humiliation was not complete. In spite of their having signed such 
statements, a number of them were not permitted to return. 

The State has set up a sort of a dummy committee to determine and 
impose fines on those desiring to return. Heavy fines are imposed as 
the reader will find from a statement given elsewhere. Some of the 
people out of sheer helplessness and on account of circumstances beyond 
their control have paid such fines. 

In spite of the brutality and barbarism of this re^ of terror, about 
SiOOO persons are still on hijrat. The appeals of Mahatma Gandhi 
to the ruler to make peace with his people have fallen bn deaf years. The 
reader will find elsewhere articles by Mahatma Gandhi which apparently 
have had no effect. 

The Praja Mandal, after the “hijrat”, appealed to the people of India 
in general, and the Merchants and Mill-owners In particular, for ah 
economic boycott of Limbdi State goods and especially cotton. The 
response to this appeal has been very splbndid, and in spite of strehuous 
efforts and tempting inducements on the part of the State and its agents, 
since last nine months they have not succeeded iii 
selling the State cotton except a few hundred bales. 
T3 m success of the boycott of cotton is the measure of the Indi^a^ 
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tion of the people of Indiji. at the hearUe$s and inhuman atrocities 
perpetrated in Limbdi. The boycott obviously could have had no success 
if all classes and communities and particularly the entire mercantile 
community of India and Mill-owners had not responded to the appeal of 
the Praja Mandal. The boycott still continues as effective as ever. It 
is really a boycott by the people of British India to show their indignation 
The city of Bombay has set up a very influential committee to organise 
and maintain the boycott. In fact, the boycott is more an activity of the 
people of India rather than that of the Limbdi Praja Mandal, 

The Paramount Power has remained a silent spectator of this rule 
of barbarism. It does not appear to be conscious of any duty towards 
the people of Limbdi. Telegrams and appeals to H. E. the Crown Repre¬ 
sentative and the Resident at Rajkot have remained unanswered, and 
have been In vain. The lives and properties of thousands of people are 
at stake. And yet the Paramount Power has not moved even its little 
finger to stop or miligate the ruthless repression. 
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CHAPTER IX 


^^Cofistituiiofial Reforms** 

REFERENCE has been made in the previous chpaters to the scheme 
prepared by the YuvraJ which he was bent upon enforcing. The State has 
also issued some notifications '^granting” so-called reforms. A press mes^ 
sage from Rajkot dated 30th October 1939 reporting the Kathiawar Rulers’ 
Conference stated: ’’The Rulers also considered the reform proposals for 
Limbdi State^ and congratulated the Yuvraj on having gone several steps 
further in liberalising the State administration than Rajkot.” It is, there¬ 
fore, necessary that the reader should have some idea of the i^-called 
reforms. To those who have followed the previous Chapters, it will be 
obvious that the talk of reforms is meant only for consumption abroad. 
To the people of Limbdi, it is a cruel mockery when even the elementary 
rights of civil liberty are denied. 

The scheme which the Yuvraj had framed was a scheme for what he 
called rural reconstruction. Briefly the scheme was this: there was to be 
a State Bank called Khedut (cultivator) Bank. Initially it was to be 
financed by the State, and the State was to appoint a person to manage 
it. The Bank was to take over the entire produce of every farmer, and 
was to sell the same. Out of the sale proceeds, 30% were to be paid to¬ 
wards State revenue, and the remaining 70% was to be credited to the 
cultivator, out of which he was to be provided with the daily necessities 
of his life and the materials for cultivation. The khedut was to be pro¬ 
hibited from having any monetary dealing whatsoever with anybody except 
the Bank, and he was boimd to purchase from the Bank everything that 
he needed, from salt to premium for wife and from seed to bullock. Any 
monetary dealing by the cultivator with anyone other than the Bank was 
to be made illegal. Out of the 70% to be credited to the cultivator, 50% 
was to be utilised for his necessities of life and agriculture; 15% was to be 
credited for payment of his dues which were to be settled and the remain¬ 
ing 5% to meet the expenses of the Bank. The State was to receive a 
clear 25% of the produce and the remaining 5% was to go towards a Re¬ 
venue Equalisation Fund to be utilised for payment of State revenues in 
times of famine and scarcity. As the Equalisation Fund increased, the 
State revenue was also to increase to be made good bUt of that fund. After 
the debts of the cultivator were liquidated, the 15% to his credit were to 
be utilised to compel him to purchase the shares of the Bank. The annual 
net profits of the Bank were to be utilised to pay a small commission to 
the employees of the Bank, the building up of a reserve fund and divi¬ 
dends to shareholders, and the surplus of the P|rofits were to be utilised 
for i»romotion of works of chmdty or of general lutility and benefit to the 
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wbole village. The entire cost of education, social welfare and rural re** 
constructim was to be met out of the annual net prohts of the Bank. 

It/^ll be obvious that this scheme had principally two objects in view: 
one, to Insure uninterrupted and increasing payment of State revenues 
even in times of famine and scarcity, and two, to obatin complete control 
and mastery over the life of the peasant by taking over his produce 
and controlling all his activities of life. It is to be remembered that no 
cash payment was to be made to the cultivator even out of the sale pro¬ 
ceeds of his produce, but the State Bank was to give him everything that 
he needed, and it was to be paid for out of the amount to his credit. The 
State recognised no obligation to spend a single penny out of the revenues 
it received, but the village welfare was to be provided for out of the surplus 
annual net profits of the Bank! 

It is needless to go into the details of this scheme. This meant com¬ 
plete slavery for the peasants, and this was the scheme for which the 
YuvraJ wanted dictatorial powers to work. He has adsonant that under 
no circumstances would he permit the Praja Mandal workers to go to 
the villages. It is this scheme which slowly and surely he is attempting 
to press forward and Implement. Under the guise of removing the middle¬ 
man’s profit, the object was to coerce the peasant to sumbit to complete 
state control. 

In order to enforce the scheme, the Yuvra] conceived the idea of 
Village Panchayats which has already been described. Having taken loyal¬ 
ty pledges by coercion, he started what he calls Village Panchayts, and in 
the name of these Village Panchayats, he has begun controlling the life of 
every viUage. The Village Panchayats have become another engine of 
repression, and another tool in the hands of the State to complete its hold 
on the peasant. 

Politically, for a small state like Limbdi, having only one City and 
39 villages and a population of 40,000, the Yuvra] had the grandiose idea 
of a Federation. He talked of local self-government to the City and every 
village, and a Federation in a Raja Sabha, of ail the self-governing bodies. 
Th^e bodies were to be constituted entirely on a communal franchise^ 
each caste having its representatives. The idea was to carry to perfec¬ 
tion the policy of '^divide and rule”. The Yuvra] believes that demo¬ 
cracy is entirely unsuited to the natural genius of the people of Limbdi. 

In order to make an appearance of granting political reforms, he made 
vague declarations from time to time. One such declaration was made 
on loih January 1939. The reader will find* elsewhere a copy of the said 
dedars^ion. By that declaration, the Yuvra] offered to appoint a Com¬ 
mittee of Eight, three to be selected by the Praja Mandal of whom one 
should be a farmer, three to he selected by the Sanatan Mandal of whom 
one ghOuld be a farm^ and two to be ai^inted by the State. This Com- 
mbltee abag to be an advisory body to frame a constltu^on sdtied to the 
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natural genlust and aspirations of the people. The constitution so framed 
was then to be placed before the people of Limbdl in such manner as may 
be advised by the said (Committee in order to ascertain whether the said 
constitution was suited to the natural genius and aspirations of the people. 
The notification added that the State could give no indication as to the 
kind of constitution that will be framed, but that the Yuvra] himself had 
in mind a sort of a Federation. The notification further added: ''The 
people are being told in public meetings to be ready for a fight against 
the State, if necessary, to obtain responsible government. Such propa¬ 
ganda is harmful to the harmonious relations that exist between the State 
and the people. Not only that, but such propaganda is unnecessary when 
the State is prepared to frame a constitution according to the wishes of 
the people, and therefore there is no need for any propaganda in the vil¬ 
lages. //, therefore, the said propaganda is discontinued in LimMi city, 
and if the Praja Mandal and the Sanatan Mandat assure the State that 
they will do no propaganda in the villages, and if both the institutions 
appoint their representatives for the Advisory Committee, the work of the 
Advisory Committee will "begin immediately,** 

It is needless to comment on the above declaration. Its want of bona 
fides is evident in the condition that is sought to be imposed as a preli¬ 
minary to the appointment of an Advisory Committee. It contained no 
promise of transfer of any power to the people, nor any promise that the 
recommendations of the Advisory Committee will be implemented, but 
the worst thing was that it made it a condition precedent that the Praja 
Mandal should discontinue all its political activities. There was no such 
question for the Sanatan Mandal, as it was a creature of the State. The 
Praja Mandal workers stated that they had no objection to any steps that 
may be taken by the State to introduce political reforms, but that they 
could not agree to any condition to abandon all its activities. The object 
obviously was to gain time. Of course, nothing was done after this notifi¬ 
cation, as nothing was intended to be done. 

Another notification was issued on 16-2-1939, which has already been 
referred to in Chapter VII. That notification inter alia stated:*—"The 
best and speedy remedy of procuring for every village the natural benefits 
and rights obtained by the establishment of Village Panehayats is that 
the Praja Mandal should stop all its activities and abandon the idea .of 
holding a parishad. On this being done, a peasants' conference, consist¬ 
ing of the representatives of Village Panehayats, ^11 be called at an early 
opportunity to consider the usual matters connected with the farmers. 

"Some t|me ago, the State had declared that it would appoint an ad^ 
visory body to frame a proper constitution This ofier was ]n)t a 
and thereafter the State having adopted a policy of Village patielMiyats in 
every village after consifita^on with the elected r^resentatlves ^ 
village^ then is now no need for emh m ^vts(^ emmiUee^ But:ln 
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to give local sell^govemment to Limbdi City, the State will soon appoint 
an Advisory Committee consisting of eight members and a president. Four 
members of this Committee shall be appointed by the Sanatan Mandal 
and four wlU be non-official members, out of whom one shall be a Moha- 
medan and the State will appoint the Chairman,” 

Tlxe Praja Mandal finds no place in this picture. In the previous 
notification, the Praja Mandal was given the right to appoint three mem¬ 
bers on the Advisory Committee. The Advisory Committee now contem¬ 
plated was only to frame a Municipal constitution for the City of limbdi. 
The idea of any political constitution is abandoned. Here again* there 
is no promise of any transfer of power to the people nor any promise that 
the recpmmendations of the Committee will be impiemeixted. All the 
memebrs of the Committee were in fact to be appointed by the State. This 
notification, however, was only meant to prevent the parishad being held, 
and to find an excuse to break the parishad. We have already described 
the events that followed within the next few days after this notification 
was issued. The notification was not intended to serve any other pur¬ 
pose. 

Another notication was issued on 25th March 1939, after the migra¬ 
tion. The reader will find a copy of that notification elsewhere. It Is 
worth a study. That notification recited the notification of 16-2-1939. It 
added that the Sanatan Mandal had asked for liberty to appoint six in¬ 
stead of 4 members, and that was granted, and the State appointed five 
non-officials. The notification added, “On the recommendations of the 
above Committee, a City Council wlU be established. And after a village 
Panchayat is established in every village, the ideal of the Yuvraj Saheb 
to frame a Federa,! constitution for the City and every village enjoying 
local self-government will become possible. But the time has come to 
consider what kind of Federal constitution will be suited to the natural 
i:ehius and aspirations of the people, and to consider what procedure 
should be followed In order to prepare such a constitution, and therefore 
the 3tat^ has decided to call a conference of the leaders of the people.” 
The notification then proceeds to say that the eleven members of the City 
Advisory Committee mentioned above wUl be invited to take part in this 
ccoiference, and representatives of the Village Panchayats as mentioned 
in the said notification will be elected to the said conference. The not!- 
fimMm proceeds to give the number of representatives to be elected by 
each group of villages, numbering in all eleven. It then adds that six 
more members will be added by the State to represent the various com¬ 
munities and interests such as Bhayats, Oaraslas, Brahmins, etc. The Vil¬ 
lage i%h invited to elect representative by 10th April 193$, 

and tl^ notlUcatlon ended by saj^ng ’that thereafter, the conferehce ^11 
M earliest c^portunitf. ^ 

It is relavant to remember that at this time more than thouasnd 
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people of Limbdi including leading eltla^ weie m “hljraft The noti¬ 
fication is as vague at it possibly can be. It contemiilates a conference to 
consider the procedure as to how a constitution shoidd lie framed, and 
to consider what kind of constitution win he suited to the natural genius 
and aspirations of the people. What the natursd genius of the people is, 
nobody knows except the Yuvraj. The composition of the conference is 
another curious part of this notification. 7%ey are all, in effect, State 
nominees, and even so, Important villages of the Bhal District have been 
deliberately omitted from being given the right to send their representa¬ 
tives, because those were the villages which stood foremost in the fight, 
and where the farce of Village Panchayats could not be carried out. 

The public do not know what the Advisory Committee of eleven did 
and the conference never met. But the State arranged a show. A darbar 
was held on the 27th day of July 1939 when the Yuvraj made an eloquent 
speech, and the “representatives’* of the people presented an address to 
the Thakore Saheb congratulating him on his establishing a City Council. 

Nothing further has happened thereafter except that ruthless and 
brutal repression has increased day after day. These are the political 
reforms for which the Rulers of Kathiawar congratulated the Yuvraj of 
Limbdi on having gone several steps further in liberalising the adminis¬ 
tration than Rajkot. At this conference of the Rulers of Kathiawar, they 
also complimented the Thakore Saheb of Rajkot and his adviser Darbar 
Vlravalla on the reforms which they had announced for Rajkot. Another 
show is arranged to take place at Limbdi on 1st December 1939 when Lim¬ 
bdi State authorities will seek the approval of the Princes to a scheme 
of reforms for Limbdi State. The people of Limbdi do .not know of any 
scheme of reforms, and it is luinecessary for them to know the same. 
The Rulers of Kathiawar may continue self-complacently to congratulate 
one another on “liberalising” their State administrations. The people of 
Kathiawar, like the people of Limbdi, know too well what a crull mockery 
these so-called reforms are. £ 

It is relevant to add that the Praja Mandal of Limbdi had made hO 
specific demand for any political reforms. It had declared that its goal 
was the attainment of responsible Government under aegis of the Ruler 
but that its immediate programme was only to establish, contact with the 
people and to educate them. That was precisely what the State authon- 
ties in Limbdi did not want to be done and effectively prevented from being 
done. Where is the question, of political reforms when even the elemen¬ 
tary rights of civil liberty are denied? What was the value of vague noti¬ 
fications containing high sounding words, like 'Federation* and ‘loctd aedf- 
govemment’ when the condition precedent was that the Praja,.litodai 
Should ahandon all its activfiiies? No <me is likely to be ndiaed by such 
propaganda, least of all the people of Ltmb^ who imow admt tUs toeal 
self-government in action means. 
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No Bar and Sox No Protection” 


Terrible tale of Bai Chanchal 


A Poignant Scene In Limbdi Tra^redy 


Orgy of unrestrained Qoondaism 


THE ordeal which Prajamandal Workers are made to face at the 
hands of Limbdi goondas is well typified in the sufferings of Bai Chanchal. 
Chanchalbahen Waghjl is a Brahmin by Caste and is a worker. She took 
part in the national struggle in 1930-32. Lately she participated actively 
in the Rajkot fight. In Limbdi she began working under the Praja- 
inandal as a lady volunteer. 

Sometime late in the months of May in the Course of a Journey she 
fell into the hands of Limbdi goondas. She was subjected to all ugly 
forms of mob violence. Neither her age nor her sex was to her a protec¬ 
tion. A band of heartless hooligans marched her up and down with 
repeated assaults and indignities. And the physical sufferings of a frail 
woman were accentuated by the ribald jokes and mocking laughter of 
the group of ruffians. Friends and relatives could not protect 
her; stranger could not give her refuge; and the State Police turned away 
from her. 

A loyal supporter of the Limbdi Durbar took pity on the unfortunate 
irictim of such inhuman persecution but the jeering crowds would not be 
baulked of their prey. They besieged his house and indulged in demon¬ 
strations. They threw stones broke some window panes in the house and 
the electric bulbs in some of the rooms. He sought the intervention of 
i State Police Official who prevented further untoward happenings* 
fieferring to Bai Chanchal’s statement in regard to those incidents the 
thove mentioned gentleman says in a letter to a i»*ominent Kathiawad 






woTJur that the /*fitatem6nt i3 uht exaggef ate4'|| is ^ fourteen l^niias In a 
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It was only a Just recompense ordained 
when after passing through a second ordeaI» dhe had dntqim 
fortune to be consoled by Mahatma Gandhi 


over her injuries Prajamandal Volunteers were taking heif to Ahinedat^d 
for treatment. Mahatmaji was travelling by ^ the same train frdtt 
Wadhwan to Bombay. At Viramgam Station Bai Chanchal was tate^ 
to his compartment. He was moved by her sufferings and made 
kindly enquiries. He spoke to her words of comfort and Instilled into her 
mind fresh courage. 


BAI CHANCHAL'S STATEMENT 

The following is a statement recorded by the Prajamandal narrating 
the sufferrlngs she had undergone. 

(English translation of a statement of Bai Chanchal) 

I Bai Chanchal Waghji Brahmin by caste aged 49 resident of Siani 
(A village in Limbdi State) state as follows:— 

On Jeth Sudi 11th (29-5-39) 1 left Siani by Bus to go to Mojidad 
(another village of Limbdi State). When I reached Limbdi I started 
to go to a ^ carpenter along the lake. On the way 5 or 10 Brah¬ 
min boys met me and began Joking with me “where is your father”. I 
replied “I do not know. You may find him out if you like.” Then they 
began to throw dust on me. As I progressed further they followed me 
and continued throwing dust at me. The crowd increased as I went on. 
When I tried to sit on the road they beat me. While I turned on the way 
to go by another route, they took me by the neck and drew me to the 
Basar. Slowly 150 to 200 persons assembled. I was taken to 
Sukal Lane via the lake. Then they took me to the lodge near the 
house of Fozdar Jatashankar and then they dragged me to another lane. 

All the time they were throwing dust at me and beating me by fists 
and kicks and throwing at me pieces of tiles and rags and they put on 
my neck a basket. Bhawanishankar Shastri met the cro^ near 
Jatashankar's house and requested the crowd to disperse; but they all 
idW him “you better keep back otherwlisc you will be Injured*'. They 
cogged him away by the hahd. 

Proceeding further to Ohitra lane Eukmlxil Ib^hiufhtmk^^ 
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of Siani wbo WM staying thm, came out and told tbe crowd “Please do 
not beat my stster” and she prayed them on their knees. She was also 
told to keep back, otherwise her house would be attacked. Near the 
Sdiool f was made to wait and my clothes were torn. The 
crowd had by now Increased to about 400 persons and on the way were 
throwing stones at me and I was thrown on the ground frequently being 
taken by the neck. Some of these persons were touching my breast and 
had torn off the buttcms of my blouse. They were crying “Surpanakha 
(Ravan’s sister) has come. Cut off her nose.” 

In this way they brought me back to ‘green Chowk' and there 1 ran to 
the Police Choaici and told the policeman to protect me. The police was 
there near the gate. I can recognise them by sight. Some one from 
the crowd whispered something to the policeman and he therefore asked 
me to leave the police Chowkl. He told me that he would accompany 
me and thus persuaded me to go with him. He walked with me a little 
distance and then went away. While I was sitting at the Police Chowkl 
persons from the crowd were jostling each other and falling on me ahd 
fell on the ground. While I was attempting to get up I was again pushed 
and was prostrated. 

Just opposite there was the shop of a tailor named Popat from Siani 
and I ran to bis shop and sat there. I requested him to protect me. The 
crowd shouted to turn me out. Mr. Popat therefore asked me to leave. 

After I had walked a little distance I saw, Jugjivan UJamsi Talsania. 
He came to me and he was soon surrounded and was jostled. He how¬ 
ever took me to his house. The crowd in the meantime surroimded his 
house and shouted his boycott, gtooes were thrown, at Mr. Talsania’s house 
and his window panes and electric bulbs were : tooken. At this time . 1 
recognised the following persons in the crowd. 

<l) ‘The. son of the Mukhiajl of the Haveli. 

(2) : Son of the Vaccinator. 

(3) Son of BaUtirambhai. 

t4) Ohhnan Sbukai. 

Amemgst the doml ware two to five Oarasias^ and otlwrs tnn# EUhti^ins. 
X can keooipilse them by sight but Z .do not know their nonioO' 
Mk: thaaaM^nkar Acharya eama to Thlsanla^ house and di^msefi. 
<wow!d,trHo tojd me ‘‘why do you talie part in such things? #oBld 
keOP At home.” At Talsania’s house I iffM imeonseu»m hn: smim Bme^ 
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toiereafter two iwlicemen came and took me to the Mbtw 
Slani and I went back to iSfani where I stayed fot two days with my ihdther. 

m , 

At my mother’s place a crowd came smd t^ey began to throw dust 
and stones at me. Hearing my cries my uncle Dlveshwar Mavjl (who pre- 
.slded at a meeting under the auspices of the Praja ^ndal) caine there. 
It was about 10 p. m; ■ r; 


Dlveshwar Mavjl remonstrated with the crowd. The crowd went back 
to the Kacheri and again went to the house of Dlveshwar Mavjl. His 
Dhotar was torn off and he was beaten. He sat down as his Dhotar had 
been removed and as he sat down he was beaten and he went on repeating 
“Ram Ram”. Diveshwarbhal is about 75 years old. His son shouted and 
son Balashankar Pranjivan and Prabhashankar Balashankar came there 
and saved Diveshwarbhal. ^ I had escaped arid had hidden my.self behind 
a door of Budhia’s house in Balashankar lane. The Crowd soon found 
me out and I was pushed out and 8 or 10 persons lifted me by the hand 
and feet. I shouted but .all persons in the lane shut up 
their doors. Only the Head Master was out. I was taken to the out¬ 
skirts of the village and on the way was thrown on the ground arid drag¬ 
ged and again made to rise. At the out-sklrts I was asked to Walk and 
while I was walking 1 was frequently beaten by the'heck ahd pushed and 
was profoundly beaten with kicks and fists. After wte crr^sed the yni&ge 
well they beat me with sticks. They were cirylng "you are being talton to 
be married to a bachelor.” Besides 'that they were '-abushig me- in 'foul 
language. As I went further they were bating me -^th ■ ettcte' knd 1 
beeaine-unconscious.' ■ 

When I regained conscldUenees aftor some time- they pidked me up 


and threw me in a mud pond where the.dlrty-water .fnuu tbowell colics 
and where the buffaloes lie.v: 


After I was thrown ip the ditch X was aelu^ torOwe rmt I was 
unable to do so. They then began to beat me udth ^ckg umere I was 
standing. 

With great difficulty X came out I soon faiii|M ami sat down. 1 
vomltted blood and leU down. 


..'i 'CliSi 

faiiftod . 


cmnBdt midide. ' Then thcgr pimtimckd to'tedm 

strangers'and preveiffied WK 

me theiu. l reatffied my house at 13 O^Obik wi bdiht - wheyf ' X 
agam''VoBitttod''bl^'tiHiee^tlhmft.' s-v-- ;j. ; .tciO'/ rA q^:i 
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THE amSSAGE OF THE PRAJA 

















viCTiMb or DACofTs rjm\ 



Old and wel*todo men who were 
workers and office bearers of the 
Panshina branch of Praja Mandal 
were wounded One of them was 
wounded by the sword He had to 
be treated for fifteen days as an 
indoor patient in the State hospital. 
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LlMBDl CITIZEN’S CRY FOR JUSTICE 



Protest meeting in Limbdi People marched to the State palace 
and went on hunger strike and sat there day and night for four 
days. 
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PROMINENT CITIZENS. 



AT THE PALACE GATE. 











ana Citl2en*5 meet together 








A HUMAN &TRKAM PL<>WIN(. 



IN THE DELEGATES* CAMPS 



On occasion of 
the Conference. 
Delcfi:ates from 
villages coming: 
to Limbdi on 
loot They are 
marching on the 
bridge just at 
the gate o f 
Limbdi. 


CONFERENCE DELEGATES* CAMP 



One of the Camp where vliiage delegates to the Conference 
waie accomodated with their carta and hor««« 


99 












(>\tH THt BHlDGh 



WELCOME BROTHERS* 


\ illage delegates 
vtho came mar> 
ihmg, are bens 
leteivcd bv 
1 iinLdi people m 
the foini <»i a 
|MO< essioii. 



ON CART AND HORSE 



viiiacen Mrivlnc at UmMl for the CoDtoronoo, 
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A band of sroondas goin^ to the Conference pandal. They are in a militant mood, and lathies in their 
hands. Though lathis were prohibited by the state that day. At the head of the gang, people with 

uniform are seen ^ulte clearly. 



S3 


IHE OOONDA FLAG 


(T THE tADDER OF CRniE 



How the goondas entered the 
piicea enclosure of the Confer- 
rncc panda!. This is the back 
side of the Pandal. 


DOWN THRO* HOLES 
IN THE ROOF 



They also entered by break¬ 
ing this roof as shown in this 
photo. 


THE GOONDAS* HAND 



In a pucca enclosure a shamiana was erected of bamboos and 
cloth. After entering the enclosure, the goondas destroyed U* 
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CAMP OF PRESIDENT-EUBCT SCRROUKDED BY HOOLIGANS. 



Pre$id^nt>elect of the Conference, Darbar Gopaldas, is a very 
prominent worker of Gujerat. His Camp in Umbdi was situat¬ 
ed on the trunk road. It was surrounded by a band of hooliirans 
led and orsranlsed by a brother of a prominent officer and one 
state servant of Shlani fame. 
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Village delegates who were severely beaten.The time of the conference 
was two O'clock. So about eight hundred village delegates having 
arrived earlier, taking rest under the shade of Conference pandal. 
The gangsters entered the Pandal and assaulted all of them, having 
wounded 700. Within closed doors, they were beaten. The clothes of 
many of them taken away. When the doors were thrown open, many 
were unable to move out. The people who could run away were 
chased, made naked and were wounded by the gangsters. Some ran 
out of the city and some fainted on the way. Praja Mandal workers 
brought them to the hospital and treated them. 

LATHI RAJ IN UMBDI 



Some Of The Wounded 

Here the wounds are so deep that even in photoes we can see clearly 
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treated. The hospital is situated m the bigi;est market and on the trunk road 
uf Limbdi. Even then this hospital was often attacked The Building had to be 
protected by a Cordon. 
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Parishad in Session. 

Inspite of all this, Conference was held at the declared time. The president elect beiniT 
rounded by the gangsters in his building, Mrs. Lilavati Munshi was elected president. She 
seen here giTing her opening address in the Conference. 



VOICE OF FREEDOM COULD NOT BE HUSHED 
















Mr. Rasiklal Parikh is seen in the Conference pmposinc: the resolution of responsible 

Government as aim. 



CRY FOR LIBERTY THAT COULD NOT BE CRUSHED. 












THE HIJARAT BEGINS 


Litnbdi’s Children leave their Land 

<*TEE:MBLING, shrinking from the SPOILERS’ HAND” 



FAREWELL TO HOME AND LAND 



Limbdi HIJratis Leavincr the Town. 









WILDEBNE8S IS PARADISE WHEN UMDDI IS THE HOME OF EOOF 



AT THE RAILWAY STATION 





IN IMPROVISED HOMES AT HIJARATNAGAB, ARNEJ 









HOUSING THE HIJRATIS. 



Huts arc being constructed for city migrators. 


PUTTING THEIR HANDS FOR PROFITABLE WORK. 



Training Hie SUiraHau 


TO 







Being afraid of migration, state imposed export duty at the rate of one anna per Rupee on the things 
taken with the migrators. This is the photo of an official receipt given against the export duty 
taken of the things. Rice, WTieat. Pulse, Mungdal. Black Gram. Jagory, Turmeric, Chillies powder. 
Cummin, Sugar, Ghee, Coal, Soap all total was worth 25 4 and so duty chargred was 1-9-2- 
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PDtCHING THE MIGRATOR—OCT OF HIS ALL. 


Darbar GopaldaslDesai 

' PRESIDENT, LIMBDI PRAJA PARISHAD 
HE STOOD WITH THE PEOPLE THROUGH THICK AND THIN 
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STATISTICS 

OF THEFTS, DECOITIES, PINES AND CONFISCATIONS. 

What cannot be said either in words or in pictures, is given in the 
following pages in tne form of statistics. The summary of all these 


statistics is as follows:— 

FARMERS* PROPERTY CONFISCATED 
Number of migrated farmers .. .. .. 350 

Their Cattle .. .. 364 

Number of their houses confiscated .. .. 226 

Value of their houses confiscated .. Rs. 64,450 

Confiscated farms in Vighas .. .. .. 6958 

Confiscated farms in value .. .. Rs. 1,42,600 

Confiscated farm products in maunds .. 11935 

Confiscated farm products in value ;. Rs. 36,040 

TOTAL value of their confiscated property .. .. 2,47,605 

Some 31 farmers who were suspected of taking any part in 

Praja Manddl activities were fined in aggregate Rs. 18,162 


TOTAL . . 2,65,767 


MERCHANTS’ PROPERTY LOOTED, STOLEN OR CONFISCATED 


Number of houses confiscated 

Value of houses confiscated 

Confiscated Farms in vighas 

Value of farms confiscated 

Confiscated or stolen Crop in maunds 

Confiscated or stolen Crop in value 

Debt due to them not allowed to be received 

Household material confiscated or stolen 

Property or cash stolen or looted 

Property confiscated and auctioned 

Mercantile goods etc., 


145 
61000 
5290 
68450 
5850 
8325 
Rs. 1,46,350 

M 7,300 

„ 39,783 

7,600 
„ 1,550 


TOTAL . . 3,42,858 

Five shops in Limbdi proper were broken open and mercan¬ 
tile goods taken away by the State, worth Rs. 19,300 

23 Migrators who returned to Limbdi were fined 

in aggregate .. .. ,. 20,017 


GRAND TOTAL .. 3,83,075 






FINES 

Farmers Shephards, harijans and others who did not migrate but 
who were suspected of having taken any part in Praja Mandal activities 
were heavily fined. Some of the details of these fines which have been 
available to the Praja Mandal are given below : — 

VILLAGE HADALA 


1. 

Gator Patel 

., 

Rs. 

3,000 

2. 

Pandya Nagar Laxmishanker .. 


>» 

2,000 

3. 

Kabhai 


it 

2,000 

4, 

Purushottam Punja 


>> 

1,000 

5. 

Koli Keshav Hirji 



900 

6. 

Amarshi Vasta 


)> 

1,000 

7. 

Kalubhai Dipsinhji 


it 

551 

8. 

Nana Saga (Shephard) 


1) 

551 

9. 

Patel Jeram Mohan 


it 

551 

10. 

Sola^ki Kehu Nathu 


J> 

501 

11. 

Koli Popat Kuber 


it 

501 

12. 

Jeshang Solanki 



100 

13. 

Naran Kuber 


»* 

100 

14. 

Bhura (Shephard) .. * 


»» 

100 

15. 

Devil Jadhav 


»» 

100 

16. 

Ghela (Shephard) 


>> 

300 

17. 

Apa Rathod 



300 

18. 

Rambhai Rathod 



100 

19. 

Bhaliya (Harijan) 


»> 

100 

20. 

Amra (Harijan) 


it 

100 

21. 

A harijan 


»» 

51 

22. 

A harijan 



51 


HADALA TOTAL 
VIIXAGE PANSHINA 


Rs. 

13,957 

23. 

Patel Vithal Dahya 


Rs. 

2,500 

24. 

Ramjl Punja 


»» 

750 

25. 

Ramu Dabhi 



250 

26. 

Devraj Kunbi 


>> 

501 

27. 

Koli Raja .. 



501 

28. 

Gofal Padhar 


it 

100 


PANSHINA TOTAL 
VILLAGE VAKHATPAR. 


Rs. 

4,602 

29. 

Patel Hanu Radha 


Rs. 

1,001 

30. 

Patel Mepa and Pale Kalu 



501 

31. 

Ganesh Patel and Harji Patel .. 



101 


Vakhatpar Total 


Rs. 

1,603 


GRAND TOTAL 


Rs. 

20,162 
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SHdPS BROKEN OPEN & LOOTED BY THE STATE IN LIMBDI 

Names of Merchants. Amount Involved 


1. 

Sjt. Bhagvandas Harkhachand ** 


Rs. 

7,500 

2. 

Sjt. Chimanlal Lalchand 

,, 


5,000 

3. 

Sjt. Nanchand Pragji 

.. 

>» 

800 

4. 

Sjt. Pranlal Maganlal 


*> 

3,200 

5. 

Sjt. Chatrabhuj Amershi 


yt 

2,800 


TOTAL 


Rs. 

19,300 

Though there is no ban on the migrators who return 

to Limbdi yet 

they are not allowed to return without paying heavy 
some of the fines are as follows : — 

fines. 

Details of 

FINES IMPOSED ON MIGRATORS WHO RETURNED ' 

ro LIMBDI 

1. 

Sjt. Pranlal Maganlal 


Rs. 

7,001 

2. 

Sjt, Chatrabhuj Amarshi 


yy 

3,500 

3. 

Sjt. Lalchand Chunilal 


yy 

2,501 

4. 

Sjt. Shi vial Bhurabhai 


}t 

1,751 

5. 

Messrs. Patva Bros., 


yy 

1,500 

6. 

Sjt. Chandulal Tribhovandas .. 


yy 

751 

7. 

Sjt, Nanchand Pragji 



701 

8. 

Sjt, Hargovandas Bhudardas 


yy 

401 

9. 

Sjt, Maganlal Shamji 


yy 

400 

10. 

Sjt. Dhanji Dahya 


yy 

375 

11. 

Sjt. Manekchand Motichand 


,, 

351 

12. 

Sjt, Raghavji Lavji 


>> 

325 

13. 

Sjt. Shi vial Kalidas 


yy 

310 

14. 

Sjt. Amu Maniar 


yy 

250 

15. 

Sjt. Chhotalal Dola 


yy 

225 

16. 

Sjt. Nanchand Maniar 



150 

17. 

Sjt. Nathu Narshi 


yy 

150 

18. 

Sjt, Gokaldas Panachand 


yy 

76 

19. 

Sjt. Sukhal Premchand Bakri .. 



75 

20. 

Sjt. Jivanlal Lalchand 


yy 

50 

21. 

Sjt. Vadilal Panachand 


yy 

25 

22. 

Sjt. Sukhlal Chhaganlal 


yy 

25 

23. 

Sjt. Narotamdas Tribhovandas 


yy 

25 


TOTAL .. Rs. 20,917 


DISMISSAL 

All the Bania servants of the State have been dismissed and their 
pensions stopped. Eight Brahman servants who were school etachers in 
Hadala were dismissed at a time. Sanads of the pleaders who had 
directly or indirectly co-operated with the activities of Praja Mandal 
were canselled. 








CONFISCATED PROPERTY OF THE MIGRATED FARMERS 
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This table does not include those who did not migrate but whose property has been confiscated. 














PROPERTY OF THE MERCHANTS LOST IN THE VILLAGES BY 
CONFISCATION, LOOT OR OTHERWISE. 
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13 iBhailal Ujamshi 
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22 Nathalal Purshotam 
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WHAT THE LEADERS SAY 


No safety of person or Property 

SARDAR PATEL’S STATEMENT 

The statement issued by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on 8th Feb. 1939. 

“ Shocking news has been received from Limbdi State in Kathiawar 
which I have no reason to disbelieve as it has been sent by reliable 
workers of the Prajamandal who were sent by me after proper 
investigation. 

Soon after the Rajkot settlement which had been disliked by the 
Resident and has subsequently been broken, all the Kathiawar Princes 
met at the Rajkot Residency at the invitation of the Resident, and they 
seem to have decided upon a common policy of suppressing the 
Frajamandals in their respective States. Repressive measures of 
different forms have been taken in several States from that time. 

Minorities such as the Musalmans, Garasias, Bhayats etc., have been 
set up against the Frajamandals and they have been incited to obstruct 
and break the popular movement for the demand of responsible 
government. 

With the breach of the solemn agreement by the Rajkot Thakore at 
the investigation of the Resident, a regular reign of terror and fright- 
fulness has commenced. But Limbdi has improved upon the Rajkot 
methods of barbarism and brutality. Eighty people armed with guns, 
swords, dharias, knives, etc. fell upon the Prajaniaridal workers in 
several villages, brutally assaulted some people, fired at some houses, 
looted property worth thousands of rupees, and carried it away in 
several motor cars which they had brought with them. 

Some of these raiders were identified as State servants and their 
having such a fleet of motor cars at their disposal is also suggestive of 
the source from which they got the aid. 

If the reports are true, there is no safety of person or property in 
Limbdi State. No steps have so far been taken nor has the Thakore 
Saheb bestirred himself in the matter. 

About three thousand State subjects have gone on hungerstrike as 
a protest against the attitute of the Thakore Saheb in front of the palace 
since 48 hours. Telegrams have been sent to the Viceroy and to Mahatma 
Gandhi by the people. 

Even if these facts are partially believed there is no doubt that an 
organised attempt is being made to crush the Praja-mandal by imposing 
upon them the methods adopted elsewhere. I wonder if the British 
Resident, who is so anxious to protect these autocratic relics of barbaric 
age feels any responsibility to protect these innocent unarmed people. 
Is this not what Gandhiji calls “organised goondaism?” Is it expected 
that the Congress Government in the neighbouring Province should only 
be,unconcerned spectators?” 
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LIMBDi 


BY MAHATMA GANDHI 

Article by Mahatma Gandhi published in the '^Harijan*' dated 25th 
February, 1939, 

LIMBDI is a Kathiawar State. It had the reputation of being 
progressive. I have the good fortune to know many of its workers. They 
are wise, self-sacrificing and capable of doing hard work. In common 
with many States Limbdi also had a great awakening among the people. 
The workers used to boast of their progressive Yuvaraj. But they have 
now discovered that he has imbibed some curious notions of the dictator¬ 
ships of the West. He would let the reformers have a free run of little 
Limbdi. But they must not go to the villages. In the villages he was 
to make his own experiments unhindered by anybody. The Limbdi re¬ 
formers thought that they had as much right as the Yuvaraj to work 
among the villagers especially as they had already established connection 
with them. They therefore dared to go to the villages with the result 
mentioned in the following telegram : 

“ At least eighty persons, armed with lathis, dharias, native guns, 
swords, axes, attacked village Pansina midnight fifth. Entrances of 
village were guarded by batches of three to five persons. Two batches 
of twenty persons went round village and selected houses of Praja^ 
mandal workers and sympathisers for dacoity. First of all they went 
to Prajamandal office and chained it from outside so that volunteers 
cannot go out. Then one batch went to house of Chhotalal, prominent 
merchant and Prajamandal worker, and brutally assaulted him and 
his wife. She received serious injuries including on her sex organs. 
President of local branch attacked with sword and received 
punctured wound in lungs. About thirty persons are seriously injur¬ 
ed. Ornaments cash and goods worth about sixty thousand rupees 
taken away from ten to twelve houses of active members of 
Prajamandal, Dacoits continuously carried on firing in air and at 
houses for about two hours. After this they went to another village, 
Ralol, two miles away from Pansina and repeated process there. 
Three goldsmiths and one bania sympathising with popular move¬ 
ment have been seriously wounded and property worth ten thousand 
rupees taken away. One bania Jeychand Valji attacked to-day with 
knife, stabbed at four places and plundered in Siani; his sister also 
beaten. People have strong grounds to suspect State officers* hand 
in dacoity. Some dacoits were identified as pagis and pasayatas of 
State. Prajamandal workers and sympathisers were actually being 
threatened since last week by State pagi pasayatas that they will be 
- robbed and beaten. Stolen property removed in about eight motor 
cars and two buses which could not have been supplied by private 
individuals. Dacoits continued firing in air. for two. hours using 
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number of cartridges which could not have been supplied by private 
individual. State police has not started any investigation as yet. 
Even panchnamas have not been made. No medical aid sent by State 
from capital. Thakoresaheb even though approached has not taken 
any strong action. Threats of similar dacoity are being given by 
State pasayatas in other villages. Previous incidents of goondaisin 
strengthen this suspicion. Attacking Bhaktiba's car with lathis in 
Jambu by mukhi’s men, smashing Prajamandal car and beating its 
driver and worker in Siani, beating members of Prajamandal in 
village Raska, threatening head of volunteers in Siani by village 
pasayata with death, free movement of about thirty goondas with 
lathis, dharias, knives in Siani and number of such incidents have 
left no doubt here that organized goondaisin is satrted by State to 
suppress recently started popular movement. Attention of Thakore¬ 
saheb has been drawn to these incidents times without number but 
in vain. As protest against last act of dacoity about 400 to 500 
persons Including Nagarsheth Lalchandbhai and prominent citizens 
like Durlabhji Umedchand, Amulakh Amichand have started hunger 
strike and are sitting day and night before Palace. About three 
thousand other persons have joined this morning. Great indignation 
prevails against State. People observing remarkably non-violent 
attitude and are prepared for any contingency.” 

They also dared to announce a meeting of their Parisad with the 
result embodied in the following message received by me : 

“ Sitting Praja Parishad arranged to-morrow. To break Praja 
Parishad many goondas imported Limbdl. People suspect hand of 
State officials in this. Strong grounds for this suspicion. Procession 
of goondas armed with lathis, naked swords, guns, dharias, marching 
thorugh town for whole day. Some of these tried to assault certain 
women. Seth Amulakh Amichand, prominent merchant of Bombay, 
Intervened and asked them to beat him rather than women. Seth 
Durlabhji Umedchand and Bhagwanlal Harakhchand rushed to scene 
with six male volunteers. Male volunteers were brutally assaulted 
with sticks and beaten. At another place goondas caught hold of 
Prahladrai Mody, pleader of Bhavnagar, and released him only when 
they knew that he was not Prajamandal worker. Bhogilal Gandhi 
was threatened with death by goonda armed with naked sword. 
Manubhai Thakar was given one lathi blow. Goondas are shouting 
before Prajamandal office. Batch of goondas headed by Tapubha of 
Siani who is State servant and who beat Prajamandal volunteers in 
Siani two days before have stationed themselves outside Sthanakvasi 
Bhojanshala where peasants from villages are sleeping. They 
threaten anybody who comes out with death. Different batches of 
goondas are marching streets. Practically state of siege amounting 
to virtual martial law by State prevails. People feel that State is 
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responsible for this. Narubha superintendent of police was seen 
talking with some of these by respectable people. Many peasants are 
forcibly brought from villages and made to parade streets in proces¬ 
sions headed by these goondas. People have adopted remarkably 
non-violent attitude and have decided to suffer anything for asserting 
their right to meet in Parishad” 

I have since learnt that Durbar Gopaldas Desai and his wife 
Bhaktiba were surrounded by the same gentlemen described in the 
message. Both suffered minor injuries. The goondas had the satisfaction 
for a time of preventing the meeting of the Parishad. 

I have no reason whatsoever for disbelieving the messages which 
describe the events with a wealth of detail that carries conviction. What 
is more, they are sent by parties whom I hold to be incapable of conscious 
exaggeration or of invention. 

In spite of this lawlessness, the reformers will win if they have grit 
enough to be ground to the dust and if they really represent the wishes 
of the people. The public outside will help them. The Paramount 
Power is also bound by treaty obligations to help them as has been amply 
proved by Pyarelal in the extracts produced from Lee Warner. But let 
the Satyagrahis know that salvation comes from within. They will 
have to lose all, if they will save their souls and gain the freedom which 
is their birthright. 

Segaon, 20-2-39. 
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NEW LIMBDI TECHNIQUE 


PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU’S MESSAGE 


Message from Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for Limbdi meeting held on 
22nd June, 1939, 

“ Of the many extraordinary and deplorable events that have 
happened in the Indian States in recent months, the occurances in Limbdi 
State are in many ways the most significant. We are unfortunately used 
to oppression of all kinds in the States; to firing on crowds or individuals, 
to a medieval and often an incompetent administration. Even our 
protests grow dull on repetition. Yet the suffering of the people does not 
grow less because it continues. 

Limbdi has become symbolic of a new technique on the part of some 
of the Rulers. It is a technique which is spreading in Kathiawar and 
elsewhere. This is a technique of the State encouraging gangsterism, 
dacoity and brutal violence by private individuals or the hirelings, on 
the people who are engaged in the States’ People’s struggle. This be¬ 
haviour is bad enough at any time or anywhere. Where it occurs, it is 
a sure sign of the utter incompetence and bankruptcy of the State 
authorities. Where a State cannot stop this, it has ceased to function, 
and has lost all claim to the co-operation and allegiance of its people. 

But what shall we say to the State which itself encourages this 
disgusting brutality and goondaism? What shall we say of Limbdi which 
has exhibited this? 

We have much to say and words are feeble vehicles for our thoughts 
but we shall say it in other and more effective ways when the time comes. 
Let no man imagine that violence and gangsterism will suppress a people’s 
movement. 

I send my greetings to the people of Limbdi, and I want to assure 
them and all the peoples of the States that in spite of present sorrow and 
distress, the future is theirs, and for that future we have to work and 
Will work with all determination and confidence.” 


June 22, 1939. 


JAWAHARLAL NEHRU. 
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CONFERENCE ATROCITIES 

. JOINT STATEMENT OF MX.AS. WHO WERE PRESENT ON THE SPOT . 

Mrs. Leelavati Munshi, M.L.A., Mrs. Leelavati Desai, President Jyoti 
Sangh, Ahmedabad, Sjt. Jivanlal Diwan, Secretary, Gujrat Provincial 
Congress Committee, Sjt. Arjun Lala, Secretary, Ahmedabad District 
Congress Committee, Sjt. Shantilal Shah, Solicitor, M.L.C. and Sjt. Kalidas 
Jaskaran Jhaveri, Municipal Councillor, Ahmedabad have issued the 
following statement: — 

We went to Limbdi on 19th February to attend the Praja Parishad 
which was announced to be held there that day under the Presidentship 
of Darbar Shri Gopaldas. 

On arrival at Wadhwan Junction at 11 A.M., we learnt that there was 
rowdyism at Limbdi since the previous evening and that Darbar Shri 
Gopaldas was prevented by an unruly crowd from entering the town. 

On arrival at the station at 12-30 noon, we learnt that rowdyism had 
broken out afresh that morning and a large number of persons who had 
come to attend the Parishad were wounded. The leaders of the Praja 
Mandal and the local workers were engaged in attending to the wounded 
and though they were determined to hold the Parishad, they were not 
sure whether it be possible to hold the Parishad as they were very busy 
attending the wounded and the situation was very tense. 

We were told that the State had issued that morning a notification 
banning the carrying of lathis and other weapons. 

On entering the town, we saw groups of persons collected at various 
places. A few had black flags and some were armed with lathles. Every 
one of them had a g^reen or red piece of cloth on his person. 

We saw a crowd of about 200 persons collected at the doors of the 
place where Darbar Gopaldas had put up. Almost all of them carried 
lathies and had either green or red piece of cloth on his person. We were 
Informed that Darbar Shri was virtually made a prisoner since morning. 
We did not see any police. 

It was a surprise to us that any person could thus be imprisoned by 
an unruly mob and the State Authority should be incapable of taking any 
action in the matter. 

On reaching our Utara, we were told that a large number of villagers 
who had come to attend the Parishad had been wounded and so we went 
to the Civil Hospital and to the Camps of the Pari.shad to see the wound¬ 
ed. We observed that all shops in the Town were closed, that the resi¬ 
dents were keeping in-doors and peeped at us while we were passing. 
Groups of persons with red and green pattis were moving about on the 
roads and in gullies. 
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On our way to the Hospital, we saw about 200 persons with red and 
green pattis lodged in the State Utara. They appeared to have specially 
come down to take part in the rowdyism and seemed to be enjoying State 
hospitality. 

The sight at the Hospital was very tragic. There was a stream of 
wounded being brought by Praja Mandal workers. The wounded were 
being removed to the Praja Mandal Camps. After their wounds were 
dressed, those who were more seriously injured were detailed. Amongst 
the wounded, we saw a student who had been belaboured all over the 
body. The others had wounds on various parts of the body, such as the 
head, the forehead, the nose, the arms, the chest and legs. Clothes of 
several persons were blood-stained. Two or three of them were in a very 
serious condition. A young man had his leg broken and in splinters. In 
a bus which was carrying about a dozen wounded, we saw a young boy of 
about 14 with a bleeding wound under the eye. 

While we were at the Hospital, a group of about 25 to 30 men wearing 
red or green pattis came there, led by a man wearing green safa, who, we 
were told, was the Village Headman (Mukhi) of Jambu. He began read¬ 
ing names from a list he had with him. A Hospital servant filled up case 
forms as the Mukhi called out names, and one by one the persons who 
had accompanied him came forward and took the form. We did not see 
marks of any Injury on any of them.. Mrs. Munshi enquired what the 
injuries were and she was curtly told that it was for the Doctor to see. 

We then went to Panjarapole, Puribai Dharmashala and Jain Bhojan- 
shala. There too, we saw many wounded, some of them being very young 
boys. The village women-folk at all these places were very anxious about 
their men-folk and Mrs. Munshi consoled them. 

At the Bhojanshala, a very large number of villagers had assembled. 
The Praja Mandal was determined to hold the Parishad. It was 2-30 
P.M., the time announced for the Parisnad. As the place fixed for the 
Parishad was raided and in charge of the Police and the Mandap was 
destroyed, the local workers decided to hold the Parishad there and then. 
Accordingly the Parishad was held under the Presidentship of Mrs. 
Munshi as it was impossible for Darbar Shri Gopaldas to come out. 

Two resolutions were passed, one declaring the determination of the 
people to attain responsible government and, the other condemning the 
attrocities and anarchy in the village and the City, and demanding an 
independent inquiry by an impartial tribunal. 

After the Parishad was over, we went to the place where Darbar Shri 
Gopaldas was besieged. A crowd wearing red and green pattis and car¬ 
rying lathis had stationed itself at all entrances, and was in a violent 
mood. After two of us, Mrs. Munshi and Mrs. Desai, had entered, the 
others were prevented from entering. Tlie crowd was crying ''Bandh 
Karo.” With great difficulty, w^ could persuado them to allow us tp pn- 
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ter the house. Shri Atmaram Bhat who was with us had his shirt torn 
off, the white caps of three of us were snatched away, and two of us were 
left behind. One of them, Sjt. Kantilal Ruwala, from Ahmedabad, re¬ 
ceived an iron-shod lathi blow on his head and bled, and he had to be 
dressed. Mr. Shantilal Shah was jostled, but was ultiihately allowed to 
go in, on the ringleader being assured that Mr. Shantilal had come from 
Bombay. On coming out of the house, one man asked the crowd to keep 
ayray and make room for us to go and this was done. 

During our rounds from 1 to 4 P. M. we hardly saw any Police and 
the few that were there made no attempt to control the mob or to disarm 
them. 

In the evening at about 5 P.M., we went to the Jain Boarding where 
we saw many more wounded. 

By this time, the crowd of the red. and green patti rowdies had dis¬ 
persed, but some of them were sitting on the verandahs and footpaths on 
the main road and near the statue of the late Ruler. Armed Police were 
then seen posted at various places on the main road. All these rowdies 
were in a holiday mood and none of them appeared to be apprehensive 
of the consequences of what they had done. They were freeJy talking 
with the Police in a friendly spirit. 

Some time before we went to the Jain Boarding, a motor car carrying 
Mrs. Vijaya Ben Parikh and Mr. Bapalal Doshi had been attacked and 
smashed, and we went there and saw glass pieces on the road. 

According to Information available to us, about 600 persons had been 
wounded, two or three of them being in a serious condition. All these 
were persons who had come to attend the Parishad. So far as we could 
see, none of the Police nor any person wearing green or red patti was in¬ 
jured. None except those wearing green and red pattis carried any lathi 
or any other weapon. In spite of such violent attacks, the people obser¬ 
ved exemplarary non-violence. The leaders of the Praja Mandal were 
moving about the whole day attending to the wounded and giving cour¬ 
age at great personal risk to themselves. The villagers were undaunted 
and prepared to stand by the Parishad. 

The Town was in a state of anarchy and left to the mercy of the red 
and green patti persons. Some of the wounded informed us that they 
had recognised some of those who had belaboured them, to be State 
Servants and Policemen. 

Persons who were principally assaulted were the villagers who had 
come to attend the Parshad. This was done obviously with a view to 
terrorise them. They were attacked at their camps and at the place 
where the Parishad was to be held. These were all close private places. 
The rowdies climbed the walls, opened the gate for more of them to enter 
and severely belaboured those within, 
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Some of the State Servants and motor buses had red and green pattis. 
The Town was left in full control of a few hundred persons who were 
determined to wreck the Parishad at any cost. They appeared to be 
acting under the directions of a few ringleaders. The complete inactivity 
on the part of the State Authorities was amazing. The situation was 
extremely grave, but the State appeared to have no anxiety about it and 
made no attempt to control or ease the situation. The people did not 
feel any safety about their person or property. 

We have confined ourselves, only to such facts as were seen by us 
personally or came to our knowledge as a result of inquiries made by us 
during our stay of 9 hours in the Town. We had no time to make detailed 
enquiries or to take any statement of the injured. 


EXHIBITION OF ORGANISED GOONDAISM 

A. I. N. S. P. CONFERENCE’S STATEMENT 

Extract from the statement issued by Standing Committee of the Alt 
India States' People's Conference on 28th June, 1929. 

‘Tn Kathiawar a new technique was developed by the authorities to 
meet the peoples’ movement. In the small State of Limbdi there was 
repeatedly the most astonishing and distressing exhibition of organised 

gangsterism for which the State must be held responsible . 

. arson and decoity and physical violence were indulged in 

apparently by gangs of hooligans, in order to terrorise people and more 
especially the leaders and workers of the Prajamandals. Six thousand of 
a total population of forty thousand of Limbdi migrated from the State. 
Of these five thousand came from Limbdi town which normally has a 
population of thirteen thousand. The great majority of them are still 
refugees and their property in the villages have been, confiscated and 
sold by the State for the sole offence of migration. Businessmen of 
Limbdi town who have migrated cannot take possession of the goods in 
their shops. 

A State which encourages this or even tolerates it supinely is a State 
which has sunk to the lowest level, which has lost even the claim to be 
called a State. Yet this was done and is being done, while thousands of 
unhappy sufferers became refugees and fled from the territories oj the 
State. This was done while the Paramount Power looked on and by its 
acquiescense gave the Rulers and the people to understand that it was 
a consenting party to the misdeeds. Is it unnatural that under the 
circumstances the Paramount Power should be considered an accessary 
to the crimes committed in the States?” 
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LAWLESS LIMBDI 

BY MAHATMA GANDHI 

Article by Mahatma Gandhi published in the ''Harijan'* dated 9th 
September, 1939 under the caption of ^'Lawless LimbdV\ 

THOUGH I have had protracted correspondence with the Limbdi 
people, I have refrained for a long time from saying anything about 
their woes. My silence was due to the hope that those who were trying 
to bring about peace between the Ruler and the people would succeed. 
But it was a vain hope. Much has happened since the beginning stages 
of that struggle. Perhaps nowhere has the policy of ruthlessness been 
pursued with so much precision and persistence as in Limbdi. If the 
reports received by me are to be believed, and I have no reason to dis¬ 
believe them, the peasants have been hunted out of their homes. The 
heaviest blow has been aimed at the hated Bania who was at one time 
the State's friend, favourite and main supporter. But he was to be 
crushed because he dared to think and talk of responsible government, 
dared to go amongst the peasantry and tell them what was due to them 
and how they could get it. The shops and houses of these merchants 
who have performed hijrat are practically looted. I cannot use any 
other term. There has not even been, so far as I know, any legal form¬ 
ality observed. The will of the administrator of the policy of ruthless¬ 
ness is the supreme law. The idea is to terrorize the people into sub¬ 
jection. No wonder some have weakened. I would advise those who 
are in charge of the movement not to try to keep them from surrender¬ 
ing. Of course they should be told what is in store for them. But there 
are people who prize possessions before honour. They can only be a 
burden on a freedom movement. Freedom is always won by a few brave 
scH-sacrificlng souls who will stake everything for the sake of honour. 
Those who understand the value and the necessity of sacrifice, whether 
they are few or many, should feel glad that their possessions in Limbdi 
have been taken away. They should not live in suspense nor entertain 
any hope of immediate settlement. They should engage in healthy 
pursuits outside the State, always in the firm faith that a day must come 
when the people of Limbdi will come into their own. When that day 
comes, as it must, it will have come because of the sacrifice and the 
bravery of those who will have refused to bend before repression, how¬ 
ever severe. Let them remember Thoreau's immortal words that 
possession is a vice, poverty a virtue in a tyrannical State. 

So much on reliable evidence before me. But should Limbdi be a 
tyrannical State? If there is exaggeration in the statements made to 
me, let the State authorities send me a contradiction. I would gladly 
publish it. Better still will be an impartial judicial inquiry into the 
allegations made, if they are disputed. 1 wish to make a public appeal 



to Thakore Saheb of Limbdi. I have the privilege of knowing him. 
I have enjoyed his hospitality. He has the reputation ot being a pious 
God-fearing man. It is not right that there should be this estrange¬ 
ment between him and his people, some of whom are well-known people 
with a reputation to lose and a stake in Limbdi. It would be wrong to 
regard them all as a discontented lot. They have no axes to grind. They 
have no earthly gain to make by ranging themselves against the State. 
They have incurred much material loss by becoming exiles from their 
own home. A wise ruler will think fifty times before facing the dis¬ 
content of such people. Ke will conclude from it that there must be 
misrule and injustice on the part of his officials. He will summon the 
discontented people, listen to their complaints and pacify them. The 
Thakore Saheb has not adopted that course. It is not too late for him 
. Segaon, 31-8-39. 
to do so even now. 


LOOTE IN LIMBDI 

A. I. S. P. C.’S STATEMENT 

The following is the extract from a siaetment issued by the Standing 
Committee of The All India States' People's Conference 
dated 11-10-39. 

In Limbdi properties worth thousands of rupees is taken away from 
shops of Hijaratees without any pretence of law. Heavy fines are being 
levied on the Praja Mandal workers who desire to return home. A re¬ 
actionary reform scheme dividing the State into communities and in¬ 
terests and separating capital from villages is being worked in defiance 
of wishes of the people. Altogether a reign of terror exists in the State 
of Limbdi. 
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SEARCHLieWT ON LIMBDI 

SHANTILAL SHAH M.L.C., SOUCITOK 

Article by Mr, Shantilal H. Shah M.L.C., Solicitor published in **The 
Congress Socialist” dated 26-2-39. 

LIMBDI, at present appears ot have overshadowed the movements in 
other Indian States of Kathiawar. There is a very good ground for this. 
In order to crush the Praja Mandal and the freedom movement the 
Limbdi State has adopted methods unique in frightfulness and un¬ 
precedented in atrociousness. 

Limbdi is a small state in Kathiawar, having a territory of about 
250 sq. miles and a pqpulation of about 40,000. It has only one town viz. 
Limbdi and about 40 villages. Its annual income is about Rs. 8,00,000 of 
which more than 90% is derived from the villages, principally land re¬ 
venue. About 50% of this income is swallowed up in the expenses of the 
Royal family only. 

The movement in Limbdi is very recent. While the Rajkot struggle 
was going on, in December, last, prominent citizens of Limbdi residing in 
Bombay, met the Yuvaraj and expressed their desire to educate the people 
to take part in the administration. The Yuvaraj stated that he wel¬ 
comed such efforts and that he would render assistance and give his cars 
to go to the villages. During Christmas the people at Limbdi took steps 
to establish the Praja Mandal. At the invitation of the Yuvaraj, the 
leaders met him and they were surprised at a complete change of front on 
his part. The Yuvaraj himself had devised a scheme the essence of 
which was to divide the city from the villages and one community from 
another. He was adamant that the Praja Mandal workers should under 
no circumstances go to the village. He professed concern for the villagers 
and wanted dictatorial powers to work his scheme. Further discussion 
therefore was useless and the Praja Mandal was established. 

The Yuvaraj and his younger brother who is the Diwan pretended 
that they did not desire to restrict the civil liberties of the people. The 
State did not put a legal ban on Praja Mandal or its activities, Instead it 
resorted to organised goondaism to suppress the movement. Here again 
its methods were novel. 

The State encouraged its officers to start a rival organisation which 
was called Sanatan Mandal. Almost all office-bearers of the Mandal are 
State officers or State dependants. The State rendered this Mandal all 
assistance to oppose the activities of the Praja Mandal by openly violent 
methods. 

In the villages the State employed hirelings to frighten the people from 
joining the Praja Mandal. These Satte hirelings assisted by State 
officers openly intimidated, abused and assaulted all those who worked 
for, became members of or sympathised with the Praja Mandal. It is so 
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easy in small villages to harass and persecute the villagers in many ways. 
These hirelings were freely let loose to intimidate the villagers. 

These methods of frightfulness, however, failed to repress the people. 
The State, therefore, went a step further. About 80 persons fully armed 
with guns, swords, dharias, etc. committed dacoities at midnight in two 
of the villages, attacked, seriously injured and robbed the Praja Mandal 
workers. The evidence leaves no doubt that the dacoities were a part of 
the conspiracy of the State to crush the movement. Other villages were 
openly threatened with dacoities and well-known dacoits freely moved in 
the villages carrying arms, intimidating and threatening. Thefts and 
dacoities in the villages for all Praja Mandal workers and sympathisers 
became common. 

The people and the Praja Mandal workers were however undaunted. 
They determined to hold the Praja Parishad on 19th February under the 
Presidentship of Darbar Gopaldas. Along with these methods of fright¬ 
fulness the State also tried the policy of divide and rule. These methods 
also failed. 

The State therefore organised all its forces to break the Parisad at 
any cost. It had not the courage to give a straight fight. It collected Us 
hirelings and goondas under the banner of Sanatan Mandal. The Diwan 
had the audacity to issue a communique three or four days before the 
Parisad stating that State will not be responsible for any untoward conse¬ 
quences if the Parisad tvere held. He thus gave a license to the State 
hirelings and goondas to commit breach of peace. The so called Sanatan 
Mandal collected about 700 to 800 persons amongst jvhom were many 
petty State servants and dependants of the State. The higher officials 
of the State openly organised and directed the activities of this crowd. 
All these rowdies were collected in Limbdi city on the 18th. They were 
armed with lathis. It was obvious that serious trouble was ahead, but 
the State took no steps to control the situation. 

On the evening of the 18th February inspite of all efforts of the State 
to prevent the villagers from coming to the city to attend the Parisad, 
thousands flocked to Limbdi and put up at the camps of the Praja Mandal. 
The rowdies were freely moving in the city carrying weapons. Many of 
these persons had put up at State’s uttaras and enjoyed State’s hospita¬ 
lity. In the evening of the 18th the procession organised by Praja 
Mandal was attacked by these rowdies and a few persons were injured. 
All night the situation was very grave. The President-elect reached 
Limbdi at 2 O’clock at night and was violently prevented by the rowdies 
from entering the city until 7 a. m. Since morning the rowdies besieged 
the residence of the president and prevented him from moving out. The 
whole night, the camps of the Parisad were surrounded by these persons 
who abused and assaulted the villagers who had come to attend the 
Parisad, 



In the morning the State issued an order prohibiting carrying 0 / 
arms. That was only a show. These hirelings openly carried arms and 
no effort teas made to disarm them or to round them up. The Parisad 
was to take place at 2 p. m. At about 11 a. m. all the camps of the 
Parisad and place where it ivas to take place were simutaneously attack¬ 
ed. The goondas climbed over the wall and furiously attacked 
persons within who were prevented from going out. More than 600 
persons were injured, some of them very seriously. Jalianwalla was 
repeated. The Parisad mandap was smashed and a reign of terror 
prevailed. The stream of loounded at hospitals 7vas endless. The 
workers of the Parisad ai the risk of their lives attended to the wounded. 
The writer was an eye-witness to these scenes. 

The State had abdicated in favour of the goondas. The police had 
almost disappeared. The ruler and other higher officials kept behind 
the screens. Not a single arrest was made. There was complete anarchy 
and no safety of person or property. 

The State wanted to create an appearence as if it was a fight between 
two sections of the people, one for and one against the Parisad. But 
the conspiracy was completely exposed. An attempt was made to fabricate 
evidence of hospital records to show that some of the so-called Sanatanis 
were also injured. Several respectable persons were witness to the fact 
that these records were false. 

In spite of these atrocities the Parisad was held In another place at 
the appointed time under the President-ship of Mrs. Lilavati Munshi, 
M.L.A. as the president-elect was prevented from moving out. 

There is no safety left of persons or property in Limbdi State. 
Thousands have left the State and many more are preparing to leave. 
The leaders of the movement, who are leading and respectable citizens 
of Limbdi, each of them owning properties worth thousands, are deter¬ 
mined to carry on the struggle. One cannot but admire the exemplary 
non-violence of the people under such extremely provoking circumstances. 

The atrocities of Limbdi cry for a thorough impartial investigation. 
Under any other circumstances the Limbdi ruler would have been deposed 
long ago, but one does not expect the Paramount Power at present to do 
its duty by the people of Limbdi! The people must stand on their own 
strength and that of the Congress which is the real Paramount Power 
of the people. 



NO INQUIRY 


[Shri Mahadeo Desai writes in **Harijan” dated 25th November 1939 
under the Captain **No inquiry!"* This article is in continuation of 
Mahatma Gandhi's article in *‘Harijan" dated 9-9-1939 under the Captain 
'"Lawless LimbdV*. For this article see page 94 of this book ] 

About two months ago Gandhiji wrote in these columns on the policy 
of ruthlessness pursued in the Limbdi State (Kathiawad), the persecution 
of the Banias, looting of their houses and shops, and appealed to the 
Thakore Saheb of Limbdi to appoint an impartial inquiry into the allega¬ 
tions and to pacify the discontented people. The Thakore Saheb, who 
knows Gandhi ji very well did not condescened to make any response, but 
Gandhi ji received a letter signed by some of the loyalists in the State 
denying the allegations and asserting that the agitation for responsible 
government was a trumpery one set up by “certain Banias who wanted 
to monopolise power and to pollute our religion’'—the loyalist signatories 
being all Sanatanist^ Hindus—“and who, when they found that the people 
were not with them, resorted to hijrat and boycott and tried to coerce 
us and the State into submission and promoted feelings of revenge against 
us. They have thus to makeup not with the State but with us,” On this 
I wrote to them saying that they should not expect Gandhi ji to take in 
all that they had said, and suggesting either of the two courses: (1) 
They or the State should be prepared to welcome Gandhi ji or his repre¬ 
sentative to Limbdi and to satisfy him of the truth of their statements; 
or (2) The State should appoint an independent and impartial inquiry 
into the allegations of terrorism made by the leaders of the popular agi¬ 
tation. To this I have received the following reply: 

“Every one of the people here believes that all that we have written 
to you is true, and we therefore see no reason for an inquiry. There is 
such harmony between the people and the State that there is already a 
scheme of reforms being framed in accordance with the aspirations of 
the people, some popular institutions have been already established, and 
in the circumstances no one here desires that any outsider should inter¬ 
fere in our affairs, and we therefore would not like to trouble Gandhi ji 
or his representative to come here. The people have already been given 
the power, to a large extent, to redress the grievances of hijratis and 
others. They should, therefore, apply to the Shaher Sabha Committee. 
In questions which we have not the power to dispose of they should apply 
directly to the State or through us, and as soon as they give up their 
feelings of revenge against us we shall treat them as our younger brethern 
and give them all help.” 

'Sanatan Sabha: Refer page 9 paragraph 4. 



The letter is signed by the Chairman of the Shaher Sabhat Managing 
Committee. 

Limbdi State, let it be remembered, is not confined to the town of 
Limbdi but has a number of villages, of which several agriculturists have 
left the State along with the Bania residents of Limbdi. The Shaher 
Sabha Is, even as its name indicates, a committee of residents of the town 
of Limbdi and does not even make a pretence of representing the villagers. 
How can anyone be expected to accept the claim of the Chairman to 
speak on behalf of the people of Limbdi? And as for the inquiry, all that 
the loyaliist signatories say is truth and nothing but the truth! In the 
meantime we have received several reports of people wanting to go back 
to the State having been ordered to pay and having paid heavy fines for 
having dared to leave the State! 

These little States have learnt from their masters the policy of ‘divide 
and rule’ to perfection. In Rajkot the Muslims and Bhayats were used 
to suppress a popular agitation. Limbdi has pressed into aid the Sana- 
tanists to crush the Jain Banias and the peasants. In the meantime the 
agitation for responsible government and for the rule of law is going on 
in some form or other everywhere and can but gain in intensity with the 
passage of time. Will the Princes see the sign of the times and yield, or 
will they prefer to rush inevitably on to their doom? 

On the train on Allahabad, 18-11-39 M. D. 


tFor new constitution refer Chapter IX page 34. For Shaher Sabha see 
page 37 paragraph 2. 
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PRESS OPINIONS 


‘Frightfulness In Limbdi** 


Under the Caption ^*FrigM fulness in Limbdf the 
Bombay Chronicle of 18tH February, 1939 writes: - - 

THE statement issued by tbe Limbdi Praja Mandal 
on tbe recent dacoities in tbe State makes frigbitful 
reading. It gives fiirtber details tban did Sardar 
Vallabbbliai's statement on the subject. Tbe Mandal 
declares tbat ‘*tliere is absolutely no safety of person 
or property** in tbe affected areas. But tbis seems to 
be true of only tbc members and supporters of the 
Mandal. For it appears that the dacoits have 
displayed an intriguing discrimination against them. 

Says the Mandal : “February 5th was celebrated as 
‘Rajkot Day* at Pansina, and there was a meeting 
which dispersed at about 10 p. m. About lip. m. people 
heard firing all round in the village and outside. Then 
one by one, the houses of Praja Mandal workers or 
sympathisers were raided.** The Mandal adds that 
“every one who has been attacked, injured and robbed 
is either a worker or a member of the Praja Mandal,** 
and that “another village Ralol, four miles away from 
Pansina, was looted the same night and only Praja 
Mandal workers were attacked. Injured and robbed.** 

There must be extraordinary dacoits, indeed, who 
have declared a vendetta against the Praja Mandal. 



ICO 

CHARGE SHEET AGAINST LIMBDI DARBAR 

HE MUST ABDICATE OR MUST FACE TRIAL 

The Free Press Journal of 20th February, 1939 writes :— 

IT is grave news, which has been brought from Limbdi. 

It is no longer possible to maintain silence about it. 

The unique distinction belongs to the Limbdi Durbar for devising the 
most fiendish and diabolical technique for repressing the activities of the 
Praja Parishad. 

The martial law atrocities of Punjab in 1919, which kindled the 
flame of National Anger, pale into insignificance, compared with the 
Limbdi atrocities. 

No useful purpose is served by glossing over the facts. 

The gravamen of the charge against the Limbdi Durbar Is, that it 
recently mobilised professional dacoits and other objectionable classes of 
people to carry out dacoities accompanied by violence and inhuman 
torture, specifically directed against Praja Parishad workers. 

A DIABOLICAL PLAN 

The Limbdi Durbar avoided the inconvenient procedure of legal action 
in the form of arrests, prosecutions, trials and convictions. The view was 
that a few doses of dacoities organised under the aegis of the State, 
against which there can be no defence or protection, would disillusion 
the workers of the Praja Parishad and dissuade them from working 
under the Praja Parishad flag. 

THE CHALLENGE 

The Limbdi Durbar miscalculated the grit and the moral stamina of 
its own subjects. The Praja Parishad decided to hold a session on the 
19th at Limbdi itself, to demonstrate that decoities and outrages had 
failed to serve their purposes. It was a challenge to the Durbar to dare 
to repeat the atrocities, which it tried out on an unsuspecting village, at 
Panshina. 

UNASHAMED BRAVADO 

The Limbdi Durbar accepted the challenge. The Dewan, in the most 
unashamed language, proclaimed to the public, that if the Praja Parishad 
ventured to hold its session on the 19th, it would be attacked by a loyalist 
section and that the Durbar did not propose to prevent the Parishad. The 
meaning was clear. The Praja Parishad would be allowed to meet at 
Limbdi as a legal body, without any official prohibition, by the Durbar. 
But, the Durbar was confident that the loyal section would deal with the 
Praja Parishad, as the Durbar believed, the Parishad deserved to be 
treated. 

THE DURBAR ABDICATES 

The Limbdi Durbar has kept its word. The Durbar abdicated for the 
19th instant, in favour of the loyalist section. This loyalist section, 
invested with the full freedom of the Limbdi State, obstructed the 
President-elect Durbar Gopaldas Desai at the Railway station, itself. 
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Durbar Gopaldas was prevented from receiving a public reception. He 
was allowed to proceed to his temporary residence in Limbdi and he was 
kept a prisoner there, by the simple expedient of the so-called loyalists 
laying siege to his temporary residence and preventing him from pro¬ 
ceeding to the Praja Parishad Session. 

HOOLIGANISM IN EXCELSIS 

The loyalists section also invaded the precincts of a private com¬ 
pound, in which the Parishad proposed to meet and tried to break up 
the Session, by doing violence to the pandal, dais etc., and by dealing 
out violence to everyone, who had assembled at the place. Notwithstand¬ 
ing all this hooliganism, the Praja Parishad held its session under the 
presidency of Mrs. Lilavati Munshi and over two thousand persons 
participated in it. 

VITAL ISSUES 

The issues, which arise, are fundamental. What are the remedies 
of the subjects of a State and British Indian citizens on a temporary visit 
to the State, if the State organises dacoities, goondaism and maass viol¬ 
ence, putting into danger the life and the property, of not only its own 
subjects, but also of British Indian visitors to its territory. 

THE DURBAR IS THE CULPRIT 

The fact, that has to be borne in mind, is that in the absence of any 
legal prohibition of the Praja Parishad or the imposition of any restric¬ 
tions on the visitors by the Durbar, the persons partaking in the Parishad 
were engaged in lawful activities. The Durbar was, therefore, bound to 
protect the Parishad workers, accepting that it had no connection with 
the violence of the loyalist section. Our contention is that the Durbar 
is the organiser of the Goondaism. Assuming, that the Durbar is innocent, 
he cannot plead lack of previous knowledge of the probability of violence, 
since it paraded the threat of violence by loyalists, in a communique. 
The Durbar is, therefore, either the principal or an accessory to the 
offence, before and after its occurrence. 

LIMBDI DURBAR MUST ABDICATE OR MUST BE TRIED 

The Bombay Ministry must not rest, until it has pressed on the 
attention of the Crown’s Representative in India, the necessity of per¬ 
suading the Limbdi Durbar either to abdicate or to face a Committee of 
Inquiry into the allegations of organised Goondaism by the State. For 
less grave commissions and omissions, Indore, Bharatpur, Alwar and 
other Rulers have been compelled by the Crown to abdicate. Limbdi’s 
crime is so heinous, that, unless the Crown averages it, cannot claim, 
any respect from the people of India. 


-: 0 :- 
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GOONDAS WERE THE TOOLS 

Referring to the goondaism by which the Parishad session was 
disturbed the ** Bombay Chronicle ** (23-2-39) writes :— 

THE statement issued by Mrs. Leelavati Munshi and several other 
leaders who attended the Praja Parishad at Limbdi confirms the worst 
suspicions that were raised by the previous reports about the unrestrain¬ 
ed goondaism let loose on the people of the State. The recent peculiar 
dacoities in the State, wherein only the workers and sympathisers of the 
Praja Mandal were the victims, are by now known to all and have told 
their own tale. It is significant that, though the reports of these dacoities 
were vouched far by many, the Diwan described them as considerably 
exaggerated but did not—perhaps dared not—give a full version of his 
own. In fact he raised fresh suspicions when in another statement he 
said with regard to the convening of the Parishad that “the respoxisibility 
for any unfortunate eventualities that may follow the meeting of the 
Parishad must rest on the shoulders of the Praja Mandal.'’ We cannot 
say what precisely he meant, but the goondas in the State seem to have 
understood him to mean that if they brought about any ugly eventualities, 
the Mandal, and not they, might be held responsible. 

WANTED AN INQUIRY 

As a matter of fact the goondas did let themselves loose on the 
Parishad. Though there was a ban on the carrying of lathis, hundreds 
of goondas, armed with lathis and swords went about belabouring the 
peasants who had come from far and near to attend the Parishad, pre¬ 
vented Darbar Gopaldas, the President-elect of the Parjshad, from 
attending it and held him a prisoner near the station. They assaulted 
and wounded about 600 persons who had come to attend the Parishad, 
several of whom were young boys. It is amazing that such things can 
happen in a place where a Government is supposed to be functioning. 
But perhaps the most amazing part of the whole affair is the testimony 
of Mrs. Munshi and her colleagues that in all their rounds from 1 to 4 
p. m. they “hardly saw any police and the few that were there made.no 
attempt to control the mob or to disarm them”. They state further: 

“Some of the wounded informed us that they had recognised 
some of those who had belaboured them, to be State Servants and 
Policemen. . . 

. . The complete inactivity on the part of the State Authorities Was 
amazing. The situation was extremely grave, but the State appeared 
to have no anxiety about it and made no attempt to control or ease 
the situation”. 

Prom the testimony of these persons and several others the suspicion 
naturally arises, that the goondas were the tools of some unscrupuidus 
officials. It will be in the interests of the higher authorities themselves, 
whose reputation is most at stake, to make an impartial and searching 
inquiry into these atrocities and bring to book the persons responsible for 
them, whoever they may be. 



OR6ANISED VIOLENCE 


The '‘Hitavada** of Nagpur the organ of the Servants of India Society 
(23^2-39) writes :— 

THE recent disturbalices in the Limbdi State at the time when the 
Praja Parishad was being organised at Limbdi throw a new light on the 
tactics that the Indian States’ Rulers intend to adopt in repressing the 
popular struggle. 

In a statement issued from the Limbdi Praja Mandal office in Bombay, 
•it is alleged that strenuous efforts were made to prevent the Kisans from 
coming from villages to attend the Parishad. In spite of those efforts, 
2500 peasants reached Limbdi. Having failed to frustrate the motives 
of the holders of the Praja Parishad by dissuading the population from 
attending the Parishad, the State gathered under the name of Sanatan 
Mandal some five hundred persons. 

These persons were armed with lathis, dharius and other lethal 
weapons including guns and paraded the streets. The Sanatan Mandal 
people even W’ent to the length of preventing the President-elect of the 
Parishad from reaching the place of the Conference and held him up at 
the Station. Not only this. The Praja Parishad people were physically 
attacked and attempts made to terrorise them into abandoning the 
Conference. Ultimately, the Conference had to be held under the pre¬ 
sidentship of Mrs. Lilavati Munshi as the President-elect could not 
reach the place of the Parishad. 

The State seems to have taken a queer attitude towards this violence 
and mob rule. No attempt was made to prevent violence and restore 
order. On the contrary, the State seems to have a clear conscience and 
does not. seem itself responsible for what has happened, precisely because 
it has warned the populace that the holding of the Conference would 
lead to a disturbance. So, for the State, the present disturbance is only 
the justification of its anxieties. Normally, if the State apprehended 
the Praja Parishad, people did not offer any provocation for any violent 
reaction on the part of the so-called Sanatan Mandal, one does not see 
any reason why such violence was permitted unchallenged by the State 
authority. This state of affairs certainly lends colour to the suspicion 
that the violence was organised if not at the direct instigation of the 
State, at least without the discouragement of the State authorities. 

Instead of prohibiting or banning the Parishad if the Limbdi State 
has found out this new method of supressing the agitation, we must say 
the State is treading on dangerous grounds. Such mob fury and violence 
have a pernicious and an epidemic character about them. If the lessons 
in. the open and brazen-faced flouting of peace and order are taught by 
the State itself it will not take long time before the general population 
begins to learn its lessons a;nd parade them in a frenzied way, a 
contingency which should be avoided. 



EXISTENCE IMPOSSIBLE 


Refering to atrocities and economical hoycott of Limbbi State, The 
'^Indian Express** of Madras writes the following in its issue 
dated 16-8-39. 

THE statement of Mr. Bapalal Keshavlal Doshl, Secretary of the 
Limbdi Praja Mandal, published on another page of this issue, speaks 
for itself. A truly terrible system of repression apparently prevails in 
the State, and Mr. Bapalal describes how more than half the population 
of the capital and one hundred peasant families from villages fled to 
adjoining territory from Limbdi leaving all property behind, so unsafe 
had their existence become under the Ruler’s tyrannical regime. To exert 
pressure on the Durbar for the restoration of just administration, the 
Praja Mandal organised a boycott campaign against Limbdi cotton, and 
not a bale of this cotton could be sold in the last six months in Bombay 
and neighbouring markets. The boycott movement is aimed at a recal¬ 
citrant Ruler to compel him to abandon ways of repression and tyran¬ 
nical misrule, and it is a device of self-protection on the part of a 
victimised people. Merchants purchasing Limbdi cotton will be guilty 
of supporting a tyrannical regime against defenders of Civil liberty in a 
badly-governed State, and we are sanguine enough to hope that no 
South Indian mill-owner will have any relish for so ignominious a role, 
which even a section of foreign buyers like the Japanese, with no obliga¬ 
tions to Indians in political distress, found unenviable and had the good 
sense to avoid. 


-: 0 :-— 

PARAMOUNT POWER’S RESPONSIBILITY 


The Hindusthan Times (Delhi) writes :— 

THE Limbdi atrocities aroused widespread indignation when they 
came to be known in the countries. The Press with one voice condemned 
the Durbar’s capability and demanded Justice to the oppressed people. 

The hooliganism in Limbdi and Asodha, where deliberate and violent 
attempts were made to break up the session of the Praja Parishad and 
the Congress Satyagraha Conference raises grave issues which cannot 
be passed over lightly. Limbdi first burst into the limelight when Sardar 
Patel issued his statement relating how Praja Mandal workers in the 
State were attacked by hooligans in their houses, which were set on fire, 
and the looted property was carried away by them in lorries and motor 
:;ars. The State then issued a communique describing the allegations 
%s a grossly exaggarated account of dacoities committed in the State. 
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Why dacoits should have singled out Praja-Mandal workers for assault 
and robbery, was not explained, Later, when it became known that the 
Praia Parishad was going to be held on February, 19, the Dewan of 
Limbdl issued a statement to the press, which throws a sinister light on 
the happenings in the State on Sunday last. In that statement, there 
is ample evidence of instigation by the State to mischief makers to 
break up the Parishad when it was held. 

INSTIGATION MISCHIEF 

In that statement the Dewan referred to petition submitted by 2400 
residents of Limbdi objecting to the holding of the Parishad and appeal¬ 
ing to the authorities to ban the meeting. Proceeding the Dewan argued 
that, since the petitioners represented more than 50 per cent of the 
population of the town, and since most of the grievances which the 
Praia Mandal wanted to remove had already been removed, there was 
no need for the Mandal to hold the Parishad. As an additional reason, 
he pointed out that the State was forming an Advisory Committee with 
a President and eight members of whom four would be nominees of the 
Sanatan Sabha to draft a suitable constitution for the State. He wound 
up ultimately, by saying that though he did not wish to curb the civil 
liberties of the people by banning the Parishad, the responsibility for 
any unfortunate consequences following from the holding of the Parishad 
must rest on the Mandal. From subsequent events it would appear that 
it would have been more honourable for the State to have banned the 
meeting outright, instead of instigating hooligans to break the sessions. 

PARAMOUNT POWER^S RESPONSIBILITY 

Taking it at its worst even if the Parishad represents only a minority 
of the population of Limbdi it must be free to meet and discuss its 
grievances so long as it acts constitutionally. If the opponents of the 
Mandal were in a majority as the Dewan alleges and if they were bent 
on preventing the meeting was it not his duty to take steps to prevent 
such mischief? That, inspite of the fact that he knew that attempts 
would be made to break up the Parishad he did nothing to prevent the 
mischief, is eloquent of the inspiration behind this exhibition of 
goondaism. What has the Paramount Power to say about hooliganism 
instigated and encouraged by the State administration from which the 
sufferers are the peoples of the State? 
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CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE STATE 

THE following correspondence passed between the State and (1) The, 
Indian Merchants* Chamber (2) The Limbdi Rajya Praja Mandal and 
(3) Sjt. Ratilal Sheth. 

The Indian Merchants’ Chamber wrote about the State bah on the 
migrator merchants taking away their mercantile goods out of State 
tarritory. The Limbdi Rajya Praja Mandal wrote about the State taking 
away all the mercantile goods from the shops of the migrator mer¬ 
chants. Sjt. Ratilal Sheth has written about his house being confiscated 
and sold out to anybody else. Er)ery one of these letters is still unreplied. 
No. 1248. Mahatma Gandhi Road, Fort, Bombay. 

24th May, 1939. 

From : - - J. K. Mehta, Esqr., M.A., 

Secretary, The Indian Merchants’ Clramber. 

To : - The Dewan Saheb of Limbdi State, 

Limbdi. 

Sir, 

It has come to the knowledge of the Committee of this Chamber 
that .some time ago a largo number of business people of Limbdi have 
suddenly left their places of business and their residences in the Limbdi 
State and gone to the neighbouring States or the British territories on a 
hijrat. Several of these businessmen are connected with or have business 
relations in the City of Bombay. This Chamber, consisting as it does 
of business people and with its objective of safeguarding the interests of 
businessmen, has been deeply concerned with the condition of these 
people. My Committee arc not concerned with any political issues on 
which there might be any differences of opinion between the State 
and these businessmen. What they are concerned with principally, 
however, is that these traders and merchants of Limbdi, who have 
suddenly left their hearths and homes, are not ruined. Businessmen all 
over the country, whetlier in British India or in Indian States, are the 
very salt of the earth, and the prosperity of the States depends upon the 
goodwill and the loyalty of these businessmen. In fact in all the Indian 
States, if my Committee may presume to bring it to your notice, the 
Mahajans were, once upon a time, trusted of the rulers, and were the 
props and pillars of the States. That such Mahajans should, as a whole, 
make a hijrat and go out of the State, bespeaks that they must have got 
some grievance, as otherwise, with their traditions and conventions, they 
would not leave their places of residence, their property and their busi¬ 
ness connections and go away to other territories. 

My Committee are informed that a duty of one anna in the Rupee 
was levied on all goods which were taken or attempted to be taken away 
from the State; that some property was taken away on payment of such 
a duty, and that recently the State has prohibited property being taken 
away even on payment of such an export duty. This will inflict, if it is 
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true, untold hardships on the merchants and traders, and they will be 
entirely ruined. It cannot be, or ought not to be, the object of the State 
to ruin these traders and merchants, who are subjects of the State, and 
my Committee are sure that the State authorities would not be vindic¬ 
tive or persecuting these people after they have left the State. If through 
any reason they do not want to return to the State, the State au¬ 
thorities should not place any insuperable obsateles in their way and 
specially not do anything whichf will ruin them permanently. If they 
are not allowed under any circumstances to take away their property, it 
will mean that the crops and their property and belongings will be 
ruined; that the stuff in their shops will get spoiled, and even their 
houses and other property may get deteriorated or destroyed. 

Under the circumstances, my Committee beg to request you to be 
pleased to arrange that any merchants or traders, who want to take 
away their property, will be allowed to do so on payment of the export 
cess, without any difficulty or interference whatsoever’ wither from the 
State authorities or from any private individuals. My Committee hope 
that in the general interests of trade and industries, the Limbdi State 
will be pleased to issue orders accordingly. 

I beg to remain, 

Your most obedient servant, 
Sdi-. J. K. MEHTA, 

Secretary. 

Copy of letter from the Dewan, Limbdi State, 
Limbdi, dated 1st June 1939 to the Secreatry 
Indian Merchants' Chamber, Bombay. 

“.... I have received your letter of the 24th May 1939, and am sorry 
to observe that some misunderstanding regarding the export of goods 
from the town of Limbdi seems to have been created by interested parties 
as there is no prohibitory order by the State banning such export. If, 
however, the merchants of Limbdi who have approached you have any 
grievances, they may be advised to approach the Merchants’ Association 
of Limbdi who will do the needful. 

No. 1557. Bombay, 20th June, 1939. 

From J. K. Mehta, Esq; M.A., 

Secretary, The Indian Merchants' Chamber, 

To The Dewan Saheb of Limbdi, 

Limbdi. 

Dear Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st 
June 1939, for which I thank you. There is no misunderstanding so far 
as the Committee of this Chamber are concerned. They are glad to note 
that there is no prohibitory order by the State regarding the export of 
goods from the State by merchants and businessmen. The Committee, 
however, are informed by merchants that the State does not permit 
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them to open their shops or to remove their goods even on payment of 
export duty. 

My Committee cannot understand why the merchants should 
approach the Merchants Association of Limbdi. These merchants have 
nothing to do with the said Association nor are they its members. The 
whole question is a question between the State and these merchants, and 
my Committee will be glad to be assured by the State that these mer¬ 
chants will have no difficulty whatever in opening their shops and 
removing their goods on payment of the export duty. 

My Committee will be obliged by an early reply as the matter is 
urgent. 


Yours faithfully. 

Sd|-. J. K. MEHTA, 

Secretary, 

The following letter was written by the Limbdi Rajya Praja Mandal 
from Bombay to the Dewan Saheb of Limbdi by Registered Post. No 
reply is yet given by the State. 

Translation of Gujerati letter 
SHRI LIMBDI RAJYA PRAJA MANDAL 

138 Medows Street, Bombay, 


To, 

The Dewan Saheb, Limbdi. 

Respected Sir, 

Request is that . Seth Bhagwandas Harakhchand 

Sjt. Shah Chimanlal Lalchand, Shah Chatrabhuj Amarshi and Shah Pranlal 
Maganlal have left Limbdi since a short time. Their shops in Limbdi 
are therefore closed and you know well that merchandise of thousands 
of ruppes was left therein. 

We understand that in the absence of these merchants and without 
their consent, some people of the State have recently broken open their 
shops and removed their goods to the State ‘Kothar* (Granary) or 
somewhere else. Before or after the occurence of this incident, above 
named merchants (shop owners) were in no way informed formally or 
informally. 

We need hardly remind you that after the brigandage of Shiani, the 
Panshina loots and the mass assault on the people on 19th February 1939 
in the pandal of People’s Conference where 700 -persons were wounded, 
the personal safety and self respect of the people were in jeopordy to 
such an extent that thousands of people had to leave Limbdi, leaving 
behind their goods and property worth thousands. 

Even in these critical times instead of inspiring confidence persons were 
picked up and were threatened directly or indirectly and were made to 
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leave Limbdi. Migrators* houses, shops, fields, crops, household and 
mercantile goods and everything were confiscated by the State and some 
of them were sold away. 

But in case of the above mentioned merchants, with one exception, 
had applied for a permit to enter the State and had signed a pledge 
and had seen you personally when you inspired them with complete hope. 
Despite this they are not permitted to enter Limbdi, their shops are 
broken in, and their goods etc., taken away by the State. 

May we request you to please le tus know the facts. May you be 
kind enough to respond to the point raised in the letter and 
tended explanation directly to us or in public or in any way 
you like. 

We have the honour to be &c., 
) (Sd.) B. B. KOTHARI, 

BAPALAL K. DOSHI, 

Hon. Secretaries. 

Sjt. Ratilal Sheth has despatched the following letter 
To, 

The Dewan Saheb, 

Limbdi. 

Sir, 

I have come to know that the house and the property at Mulbawla 
(Limbdi State) belonging to me and my brother Nagardas Mohanlal has 
been auctioned away. 

There is no erason why our property should be auctioned away. If 
legal cause for the auction of the property, the State should inform uS 
first and should ask us for our explanation for the same; but this oppor- 
tunity is not given to us. Not only this but even after auction of the 
house, we are not informed about the same. We are surprised by this 
sudden news. 

In these circumstances we have to request you to be good enough to 
let us know the reason for the auction of our property. 

Yours truely, 

Sd|-. RATILAL SHETH. 

The following reminder was posted by register post on date 23rd 
August 1939. 

“ I had sent a letter to you, the copy of which is enclosed herewith. 

Though fifteen days have past, there is no reply from you. This 
being the very urgent matter to us, please be good enough to reply 
Immediately. 

Yours truelly, 

Sd|-. RATILAL SHETH, 
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STATE NOTIFICATIONS 

In this Chapter all the notifications issued by the State are given. 
First notification was issued three days after Panshina and Ralol Dacoities. 
Second notification was issued two days before the conference; this 
notification was followed by a pamphlet issued by the Sanatan Mandal. 
This pamphlet is published with the II notification. The third notifica¬ 
tion was issued three days after the conference atrocities. Black types 
in the II notification are ours. 

(Translation of the Gujerati Notification), 

I. NOTIFICATION. 

Reports have been circulated creating consternation following the 
dacoit.y in Pansina. The State is properly investigating into this daeoity 
and a special Officer has been appointed for the purpose. A police party 
has been posted at Panshina to remove the fear of the people. People 
have been assured by this action. Moreover, by this Notification, it is 
notified to the entire public that there is no cause to have any fear. 

PATEHSINHIJI, 

Limbdi, 8-2-1939. Dewan, Limbdi State. 

(Translation of the Gujerati Notification). 

II. NOTIFICATION. 

The State have received some applications with signatures of nearly 
2400 adults residing in Limbdi city wherein they declare that they not 
being in agreement with the policy of the Praja Mandal, object to that 
institution styling itself as Prajamandal. They also challenge, therein, 
the right of that institution to hold a Conference the name of the people 
and therefore they desire the State to ban the Conference convened by 
Prajamandal to be held on 19-2-1939. 

According to the census of 1931 Limbdi has the population of 6852 
males. If 50% of these namely children and mniors are excluded Limbdi 
has the population of 3400 adults. According to this calculation 72% of 
the adult population of Limbdi are against holding the Conference on 
the 19th. Similar applications have been received from members of 
village committees of 30 villages. They are elected by votes of adult 
farmers of the village concerned. 

The State has 38 State owned villages the male population of which 
In 1931 was 11472. Therefore 80% of the villages and 77% of village 
population are against holding the Conference on the 19th. In short 
nearly 75% of the people of Limbdi State object to holding the Con¬ 
ference and of the remaining 25% who have not enlisted their opposition 
^,here is no proof that everyone of them is in the favour of holding the 
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Conference. Even if this position is granted the 19th Conference could 
speak only in name of the minority of the people. The main object of 
the conference is to demand certain concessions. Many of these de¬ 
mands and others have been granted in villages where village Panchayats 
have got wide powers of self-government by the establishment of village 
Panchayats. The organisation of c^heap and immediate Justice, the 
regulation of the vote of local taxation, the works of nation building 
locally such as Schools, dispensaries, water-tanks and control over ex¬ 
penditure on village improvement works. These powers and rights are 
entrusted to the villagers. Over and above this the power of appointment 
and dismissal of local revenue servants is handed over to the Panchayats. 
These powers and rights are granted to them without levying any new 
tax on them. In reality they can reduce the rate of local taxation if 
they deem it fit. The best and the short course to achieving the benefits 
of the establishment of Panchayats is for tlie Prajamajidal to .slop its 
present activltie.s and to abandon the idea of holding the Conference. If 
this be done, a peasants’ committee constituted of the representatives of 
the village Panchayats could be convened to administer In matters 
relating to the Interests of the farmers of this State. 

The State has sometime ago declared its intention to nominate an 
advisory committee to devise a suitable scheme of constitution. This 
proposal having not been accepted and the State having adopted the 
policy of establishing village panchayats after conferring with 
elected representatives of the villages, there is now no need of such a 
committee. But the State will appoint an advisory committee of 8 and 
a chairman with a view to grant city council for the local administration 
of Limbdi city. Pour of these will be nominated by Sanatan Sabha and 
the remaining four non-officials, of which one shall be a moslem and the 
chairman will be nominated by the State. 

In these circumstances the holding of a Conference which can speak for 
the minority is felt unnecessary. The concessions that they aim at securing 
and some more concessions are granted to many of the villages and if the 
Prajamandal stops its activities and agitation similar concessions will be 
granted to the remaining villages.. .It is clearly inadvisable to hold the Con¬ 
ference in face of the strong opposition of the large section of the people. In 
these circumstances disturbances may take place by the situation getting 
serious due to the holding of the Conference. 

However the State does not want to encroach upon the primary rights of 
the people by banning the Conference. But if inspite of the knowledge of this 
grave situation the Conference meets and if distressing events take place the 
responsibility will be wholly Prajamandals. 


Limbdi, 16-2-1939. 


Sdl- FATEH SINOH. 
l>ewan, Limbdi State. 
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NOTIFICATION II, 16-2-1939. 

On the same day was issued another notification and was placed on 
walls in villages. It was handwritten and it said:— 

** It is to be notified in connection with the notification of 16-2-39 that as 
mentioned in it those who attend the Conference which is to be held against 
the opposition of the majority of the people will be considered the opponents 
of the State and the local officers should write down their names'*. 

PUBLIC WARNING TO BANIA MANDAL. 

The so called Prajamandal (Bania Mandal) have convened a peoples 
conference to meet on the 19-2-39 in the name of people of Limbdi inspite 
of the opposition of the majority of the people. The Sanatan Subjects 
of this state are going to attend this conference in large numbers to 
demonstrate their peaceful opposition. They have the right to attend it. 
Mandal tries to stop entry by cordon or by holding the conference behind 
closed doors attempts will be made to enter the pandal by breaking the 
cordon. Bania Mandal is therefore warned not to place any such obsta¬ 
cle and if insplte of the warning an obstacle is placed the Sanatanists 
will enter the pendol at any cost and if in so doing a breach of peace is 
resulted Bania Mandal will be held responsible for it. 

Limbdi, 18th February. 1939. Secretary, 

Sanatan Dharma Sabha, Limbdi. 

(Translation of a Gujerati Notification). 

III. NOTIFICATION. 

It has come to our knowledge that some people are creating an 
atmosphere of consternation in the City by spreading false rumours. 
Legal action will be taken against persons spreading such false rumours. 

All the people should quietly and without any anxiety go about their 
business without paying any attention to such mean rumours. 

FATHESINHIJI, 
Dewan, Limbdi State. 


-: 0 :- 


Limbdi, 22-2-39. 
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STATE NOTIFICATIONS 

1 

CONCERNING CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS 
Translation of Notification dated 10th January, 1939, 

His Highness the YuvraJ Saheb made a declaration as follows to the 
leaders of the people on 8-1-39 regarding the nature of the constitution 
that should be established in Limbdi State:— 

“I have decided that the constitution of Limbdi should be such as 
will suit the natural genius and aspirations of the people of Limbdi con¬ 
sistent with the Obligations of His Highness the Thakore Saheb towards 
the Paramount Power and the personal prerogatives of His Highness as a 
Ruler. A draft of such constitution will be prepared with the advice and 
assistance of an Advisory Committee of eight members. Three members 
of such Advisory Committee of whom one shall be a farmer, shall be 
appointed by the Praja Mandal; three members of whom one shall he a 
farmer, shall be appointed by the Sanatan Mandal and two members will 
be appointed by the State. 

‘‘Arrangement will be made in such manner as may be advised by the 
said Committee to ascertain whether the draft so prepared by the Advisory 
Committee is suited to the natural genius and aspirations of the people 
of Limbdi or not. 

“I cannot give any idea as to the nature of the draft constitution 
that will be framed with the assistance of the Advisory Committee, but 
during the last few days I have discussed this matter with certain persons, 
and mention has been made of my views in public meetings. In doing so, 
I find certain misunderstandings have arisen which need an explanation. 
It has been said that it is my desire to separate the villages from the City, 
and leave the villages in the condition in which they are at present. It 
is my desire that Limbdi City and every village in the State should have 
equal freedom as regards local questions, that is to say that every person 
residing in a village should have the same power in connection with local 
questions concerning his village as a citizen of Limbdi has in connection 
with local questions concerning Limbdi City. And thereafter, it is my 
aim to connect the City and the villages, which enjoy local .self-govern¬ 
ment in a sort of Federation, just like the members of an undivided 
family or life father and sons. I will place these views of mine before 
the Advisory Committee firmly. 

“The people are being told in public meetings to be ready for a fight 
against the State if necessary, to obtain responsible government. Such 
propaganda is harmful to the harmonious relations that exist between 
the State and the people. Not only that, but such propaganda is unneces¬ 
sary when the State is prepared to frame a constitution according to the 
wishes of the people, and therefore there is no need for any propaganda 
in the villages. If, therefore, the said propaganda is discontinued in Limbdi 
City, and if the Praja Mandal and the Sanatan Mandal assure the State 
that they will do no propaganda in the villages, and if both the institutions 
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appoint their representatives for the Advisory Committee, the work of 
the Advisory Committee will begin immediately/' 

'‘It is the desire of His Highness the Yuvraj Saheb that every activity 
concerning a village shall be carried on by a Village Committee, that is 
to say that every Village Committee will make the necessary arrangement 
to utilise the income from Saba Vrit Charity, Gamat, Kharajat, etc, for 
village improvement. 

“Recently His Highness the Yuvraj Saheb has given certain conces¬ 
sions to the village people, and he is always ready to remove every griev¬ 
ance of the people. That is well-known to all. Therefore, everyone should 
act peacefully without any fear of threat, coercion or pressure from any¬ 
one. 


“A booklet by name “A scheme for Rural reconstruction” has been 
published. Therein is a scheme for Co-operative Society that is for con¬ 
sideration, and there is no desire to introduce it compulsarily.” 

Dated 10-1-1939. 

(Sd.) Fatehsinhji, 
Dewan, Limbdl State. 
II 


Notification dated lUh February 1939 
For this notification see page 110. 
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Translation of a Notification dated 2bth Marche 1939. 

“In the notification dated 16-2-1939, the State had declared its reso¬ 
lution to appoint an Advisory Committee, consisting of 8 members and 
a President with a view to grant local self-government to the citizens of 
Limbdi. It was also declared that of these (eight members) 4 members 
were to be appointed by the Sanatan Mandal and four were to be non- 
official members, and the President was to be appointed by the State. 

“On the Sanatan Mandal being called upon to appoint its four mem¬ 
bers, the Mandal asked permission to appoint six members instead of 
four and that demand was granted. 

“We have received the names of these six members appointed by the 
Sanatan Mandal which are as follows:— 

(1) Dayaram Ganeshji Vakil, 

(2) Trambaklal Nanalal Acharya, 

(3) Durgashankcr Manishanker Upadliaya, 

(4) Maneklal Mayashanker Acharya, 

(5) Harishankar Ishwarlal Joshi, and 

(6) Mathradas Gordhan Gagga. 

“The following 5 non-official members are appointed by the State;— 

(1) Vora Hasenally Shamshuddin, 

(2) Guab Alam Solanki, 

(3) Shah Chakkubhai Gulabchand, 

(4) Shah Chatrabhuj Laherchand, and 

(5) Patel l<akhman Jhaver, 
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“^fhese eleven members are given the power to appoint a President 
instead of the President being appointed by the State. Rana Shri Balu- 
bhai Jethibhai is appointed the Secretary of this Committee, and he will 
do all the work in connection with the proceedings of the Committee. 
But he will have no right of vote. 

“The first meeting of the Committee shall be held at 11 o’clock on 
2-4-39 in the Darbargarh, and at that time the Committee will elect the 
Chairman and begin its work. Thereafter, the President will be entitled 
to call a meeting of the Committee, and it is hoped that the recommen¬ 
dations of the Committee will be forwarded to us at an early opportunity 
by the President of the Committee. 

“On the recommendation of the above Committee, a City Council will 
be e.stablished. And after a Village Panchayat is established in every 
village, the ideal of the Yuvraj Salieb to frame a Federal constitution 
for the City and every village enjoying local self-government will become 
possible. But the time has come to consider what kind of Federal con¬ 
stitution will be suited to the natural genius and aspirations of the people, 
and to consider what procedure should be followed in order to prepare 
s\ich a constitution, and therefore the State has decided to call a con¬ 
ference of the leaders of the people. 

“The above mentioned eleven members of the City Council Advisory 
Committee will be invited to take part in this Conference, and the village 
Panchayats will elect from amongst themselves the representatives of the 
villages as follows:— 

The Village Panchayat of all the villages of Limbdi District 

except Limbdi City and the Village Panchayat of Rangpur will 
appoint one member, 

The Village Panchayat of all the villages of Ranagarh District 

will appoint one member, 

The VVillage Panchayat of the villages of Rojasar District will 

appoint one member, 

The Village Panchayat of the villages of Shiani District will ap¬ 
point two members. 

The Village Panchayat of the villages of Pansina District and 

the Village Panchayat of the villages of Anandpur and Ganasha- 
yapur will appoint two members, 

Similarly the Village Panchayat of the villages of Ralol and Jamu 
District will each appoint two members, 

“Over and above these, the State will appoint six other members who 
can represent other communities and classes such as Bhayat, Oarasya, 
Brahmin, etc. 

''Every Village Panchayat should arrange to send us the names of 
their members before 10-4-1939, and after the names are received, arrange¬ 
ment will be made to call the conference at the earliest opportunity.*’ 

35th March, 1939. 

(Sd.) Patehsinhll, 
Dewan> Limbdi State. 



CELEBRATION ALL OVER. INDIA 


Since 19th February 1939, the day on which ‘‘Jalianwala Baug” tra¬ 
gedy was repeated in Limbdi and people had to migrate, “Limbdi Day” 
is being celebrated every month on that date and demand for Justice is 
being reiterated. 

On 19th October 1939 eighth ”Limbdi Day” was celebrated at (1) 
Bombay, (2) Karachi, (3) Madras, (4) Ahmedabad, (5) Baroda, (6) Indore, 
(7)Viramgam, (8) Wadhwan Camp, (9) Bhavnager (10) Rajkot, (11) Go- 
dhra, (12) Cambay, (13) Harij, (14) Navsari, (15) Dholera, (16) Chotila, 
(17) Palitana, (18) Arnej, (19) Vala, (20) Chuda, (21) Bochasan. 

The following resolution was passed at the meeting and was sent 
to:*— 

(1) H. E. The Crown Representative at New Delhi. 

(2) The Hon^ble Mr. Gibson, Resident at Rajkot. 

(3) The Thakore Saheb at Limbdi. 

RESOLUTION 

This public meeting of the citizens of.. .views with grave concern the 
continued and increasing reign of terror and repression in Limbdi State. 
The undisputed facts prove that there is no rule of law or any safety of 
person or property left in Limbdi State. There is a regular loot of people’s 
property. The ruler has disregarded the appeals of Mahatma Gandhi to 
make peace with his people. The Paramount Power has remained for 
over eight months a silent spectator of this rule of barbarism. The Para- 
jnoiint Power owes a duty to the people of Limbdi State to hold an im¬ 
partial inquiry into tJie charges maed against the ruler. The anarchic 
conditions in Limbdi State have affected like a plague the adjoining 
British territory, and the lives and property of its residents. 

This meeting draws the attention of the Paramount Power to the 
lawless condition in Limbdi State and appeals to the Paramount Power 
to do its duty to the people of Limbdi, This meeting also appeals to the 
Thakore Saheb of Limbdi to listen to the appeals of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Improve the situation before it is too late. 

This meeting expresses its profound sympathy with th epeople of 
Limbdi and offers its hearty congratulations to those who have bravely 
resisted the forces of repression against heavy odds, 
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Accession No, 

Books ore fttuod for 15 days only but 
may hava to ba raoallad aarllar if urgan* 
tly raquirad. 

2. An ovar-dua cHarua of 25 Paisa par day par 
voluma will ba obargad. 

3. Books may ba ranawad on ra<|uast« at tha 
disoration of tha Librarfin* 

Farlodlosis, Bara and Rafaranea books may 
not ba issuad and may ba consultad only 
in tha Library. 

B« Books lostt dafaoad or injurad In any way 
shall hava to ba raplaoA or Its doubla 
prioa shall ba paid by tha borrowar. 










